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BESTCREDIT 
How to Win the Credit Game 

by Dana A. Neal 
Discover how to dramatically 
increase your credit score, 
lega lly remove negative items 
from your cred it report, deal 
with collectors on your terms, 
negotiate up to 75 percent 
off existing debts, easily 
establish years of good credit 

history and more. BestCredit empowers you 
to take control of your financial situation, turn things 
around and ultimately win the credit game. 5 1/ 2 x 8 
1/ 2, softcover, illus., 240 pp. #BCRED $20.00 

by Bud Ji/Jett 
If you want to make it in the Pl biz, 
you must know how to use a com
puter and the special tools it offers 
for modern investigators. Learn 
how a computer will enable you to 
quickly and efficiently handle tra
ditional cases (missing persons, 
domestic surveillance) to entirely 
new areas of opportunity (com
puter monitoring, data mining) 
and much more. 5 1/ 2 x 8 1/ 2, 

softcover, photos, illus., 176 pp. #PICA $25.00 

IMPROVISED 
LOCK PICKING 

Secrets from the Master 
by Steven Hampton 

From the author of the classic 
Secrets of Lock Picking comes 
this new book on devising quick 
and easy lock-picking tools on 
the spot, using common house
hold items found in the average 
home, office or garage. Using 

detailed photos and exploded drawings you'll 
learn how to open any lock in the world, including getting in 
a front door with a safety pin, opening magnetic card read
ers and much more. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus. , 88 
pp. #ILP $25.00 

THE QUICK AND DIRTY 
GUIDE TO LEARNING 

LANGUAGES FAST 
by A.G. Hawke 

This workbook was designed 
for people who need to learn a 
foreign language fast and who 
don't want to learn complicat
ed grammar rules. The author, 
a Green Beret who is mili tary
certified in seven languages, 

promises that his unique method can help any
one become functional in any language in seven days and 
proficient in 30! This book contains no fluff-it's all action. 8 
1/ 2 x 11, softcover, 176 pp. #QD $20.00 

An Exclusive Look at 
Kelly McCann's Individual 

Protective Measures Course 
Vol. 5: Situational Combat Shooting 

Skills and Handgun Tactics 
Complete your close-combat educa
tion with the final volume of Kelly 
McCann's Inside the Crucible series 
and learn his proven methods of .:;.:::-...=:.:::=. weak-hand shooting and gun manip
ulation, the tactical use of cover and 

concea lment, and vehicle exfiltration and : 
counterambush techniques. For information 

purposes only. Color, approx. 65 min. #IC5V $59.95 

HAND-TO-HAND 
COMBAT 
U.S. Navy 

Now you can own one of the 
classic publications in the his
tory of U.S. military close
quarters combat train ing. The 
program shown in this book 
was designed to train sailors 
and naval aviators of World 
War II in the deadl iest tech

niques of "commando tactics," jiu 
jitsu, boxing, wrestling and other fighting systems. 
Find out why this book has been long sought by col
lectors and historians. 8 1/ 2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
240 pp. #HHC $25.00 

VITAL TARGETS 
A Street-Savvy Guide to 
Targeting the Eyes, Ears, 

Nose, and Throat 
with Loren W. Christensen 

Get on ta rget with best
selling author Loren 
Christensen as he teaches 
you the fastest and most 
effective ways to win a 
fight by focusing your 

strikes on your attacker's vital 
areas. How hard you hit isn't nearly as 

important as where you hit. Color, approx. 
95 min. #VTV $49.95 

THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all 
revenge books! You 'd have to 
buy more than 25 books to 
get all the wit and wisdom 
contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin's 
revenge books. Don't be 

::ra:•· u il' ·il< il i1llC!il fooled by cheap imitators 
that claim to know how to 

get even. Paladin is still your revenge 
source when you need to even the score with nosy neigh
bors, bungling bureaucrats, snarly clerks or other pests. 
For entertainment purposes only. 8 1/ 2 x· 11, softcover, 
120 pp. #RE ' · ' $25.00 

AREN 

A MASTER GUNMAKER'S 
GUIDE TO BUILDING 
BOLT-ACTION RIFLES 

by Bill Holmes 
If you are looking to build a bolt
action rifl e, buy this book first! It 
wi ll teach you step-by-step how 
to make a rifle from scratch in a 
small , inexpensive shop. The 
simple instructions and draw
ings guide you through select

ing materials; manufacturing the bolt, trigger, 
safety and sights; chambering the barrel; fin ishing the 
stock; and everything else you need to know. 8 1/ 2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 152 pp. #BOLT $25.00 

THE .SO-CALIBER RIFLE , 
CONSTRUCTION MANUAL" 

With Easy·to·Follow Full·Scale Drawings · by Bill Holmes 
This is the book that 
do-it-yourselfers have 
been demanding since 
the best-selling Home 
Workshop .SO-Caliber 
Sniper Rifle video 
came out! In this com
panion book, master 

gun maker Bill Holmes lililim•------iiil 
takes you step-by-step 
through the construction of your own .50-cal rifle. Comes 
with fold-out drawings and precise dimensions. 11 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 72 pp. #RCM $25.00 

THE COMBATIVE 
PERSPECTIVE 

The Thinking Man's Guide 
to Self-Defense 
by Gabe Suarez 

If you want to win, and not just 
survive, in a fight for your life, 
mind-set is at least as critical 
as tactics. Gabe Suarez shows 
how desire for victory, elimina
tion of uncertainty, situational 
awareness and willingness to 

act can give you the mental edge. The perfect compan
ion to Jeff Cooper's classic Principles of Personal 
Defense. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 104 pp. #CP 

LIVING WELL ON 
PRACTICALLY NOTHING 
Revised and Updated Edition 

by Edward H. Romney 
If you have been fi red, demot
ed, retire.d, divorced, widowed 
or bankrupted, this pook is for 
you. Stocked with proven 
methods for saving money on 
shelter, food, clothing; trans
portation, health care, enter-

ta inment and·more. Learn to live happily, comfort
ably and with comP.lete fi nancial freedom - th~ author 
has done so since 1969 ! 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 200 pp. #WELL2 · $27.00 



COURTESY OF GARY PAUL .JOHNSTON 

Weapons Of Mass 
Destruction 

Do you recall these statements 
made during the past several 

years by Democratic leaders?: 

"One way or the other, we are deter
mined to deny Iraq the capacity to 
develop weapons of mass destruction 
and the missiles to deliver them. That 
is our bottom line." 

-President Cli11to11, 4 Feb. 1998 

"If Saddam rejects peace and we 
have to use force, our purpose is clear. 
We want to seriously diminish the 
threat posed by Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction program." 

- President Clinton, 17 Feb. 1998 

"Iraq is a long way from [here], but 
what happens there matters a great deal 
here. For the risks that the leaders of a 
rogue state will use nuclear, chemical 
or biological weapons against us or our 
allies is the greatest security threat we 
face." 

- Madeleine Albright, 18 Feb 1998 

"He will use those weapons of mass 
destruction again, as he has ten times 
since 1983." 

- Sandy Berge1; Clinton National 
Security Adviser, 18 Feb. 1998 

"We urge you, after consulting with 
Congress, and consistent with the U.S. 
Constitution and laws, to take neces-

sary actions (including, if appropriate, 
air and missile strikes on suspect Iraqi 
sites) to respond effectively to the 
threat posed by Iraq's refusal to end its 
weapons of mass destruction pro
grams." 

- Letter to President Clinton, signed 
by Sens. Carl Levin, Tom Daschle, 

john Keny, and others, 9 Oct. 1998 

"Saddam Hussein has been engaged 
in the development of weapons of mass 
destruction technology which is a 
threat to countries in the region and he 
has made a mockery of the weapons 
inspection process." 

- Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), 
16 Dec. 1998 

'There is no doubt that ... Saddam 
Hussein has reinvigorated his weapons 
programs. Reports indicate that biolog
ical, chemical and nuclear programs 
continue apace and may be back to pre
Gulf War status. In addition, Saddam 
continues to redefine delivery systems 
and is doubtless using the cover of a 
illicit missile program to develop 
longer-range missiles that will threaten 
the United States and our allies." 

- Letter to President Bush, Signed 
by Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL), 

and others, 5 Dec. 2001 

Continued on page 80 
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Rules of Engagement: Guns Up 
l am a military policeman in Baghdad, Iraq. l wanted to 

respond to the "Command Guidance" in the October '03 
issue. I am unaware (at least here in Baghdad) of any MP or 
soldier that isn't allowed to carry their rifles or machine 
guns. l am also unaware of any "restrictive" rules of engage
ment. We have a R.O.E. [copy enclosed]. We must abide by 
it. lt hasn't changed since I left Kuwait five months ago. 

Army convoys do display weapons, no convoy that I've 
seen thus far hasn't had "guns up." I work the MSR's, ASR's 
and back streets of Baghdad - all Army units run "guns up" 
- it's our policy here. 

I've also worked check points (we don't call them "road 
blocks"), I've never heard of, nor have I been ever ordered 
not to handle any machine gun at said checkpoint. 

Army soldiers may also carry more than two magazines -
no ammo is locked up - ever. I personally carry four in a leg 
pouch (thanks, Tactical Tailor), one in a stock pouch and two 
in an Israeli mag clamp in my rifle. My team also has extra 
mags, and belted ammo for the SAW in the HUMVEE. That's 
not including our 9mm, and spare ammo for it. 

I'm sure that your info is off the mark - let me assure 
you. Thank you, gentlemen. Keep up the good work. 

(Name and unit withheld) 

Sarge, thanks for sending us the straight poop, from the 
ground. 

MPs Need Love, Too 
Been reading your mag for years: Keep up the great world! 

I do , however, have a question: Why the hell is there no cov
erage of MPs? Our son is with the 204th MP Co. (519th MP 
Bn.) out of Ft. Polk, la. , and we have searched absolutely 
everywhere on line and cannot find jackshit on his unit! l 
understand why Army and Marine infantry get the lion's 
share of coverage, and my hat is off to them. But the way I see 
it, the MPs are also in the middle of the shooting. just read 
the command guidance column in Oct. 2003 issue. That real
ly pissed me off! Put young men and women in the middle of 
a combat zone with minimal weapons and ammo along with 
restrictive ROE's and expect them to come out unscathed. 
Give 'em weapons and ammo! Maybe whoever gave that 
order should walk the streets with nothing more than a club 
by himself and see what happens: I don 't think they would 
like it!! Again, I thoroughly enjoy SOF and the real coverage 
you guys give our military. Keep up the good work! Hope to 
see MP coverage soon! 

Yer right, of course. Don't )mow what the current stats are, 
but in WW Il , MPs had a shorter life expectancy than grunts; 
combat photographers had the shortest. Probably because nei-

LETTERS To SOF 

ther job description includes "lay ing down a base of fire to mahe 
the other guys duck." One reason we haven't run a story on MPs 
is, half our editorial staff comprises former combat MPs, and we 
don't want to be accused of nepotism. The other reason is, no 
one has sent one in. Regards the ROE and working guns-up, see 
the above letter: Apparently the problem is not theater-wide. 

Bradley Jock Checks In 
I am just writing to inform you that the cover photo of this 

issue is of myself. I am a Bradley Platoon Sergeant, although 
during the war, I was a platoon leader due to the removal of 
my platoon leader. 

My name is SFC Timothy Terpak and I serve with Charlie 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry of the 3rd Infantry 
Division serving out of Ft. Stewart, GA. My company was 
attached to 1st Battalion , 64th Armor Regiment for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 

I just wanted to say thanks for putting that picture on 
your cover. 

Sincerely, 
SFC Timothy Terpak 

Sarge, thanhs for checking in: Glad you made it from one end 
of Iraq to the other OK And thanks for some excellent world 

Bradley Story 
I can tell you for a fact that the article in the October issue 

by "anonymous" is definitely not true. How do I know? It's 
easy, really. Not once did this guy whine about how useless 
his Beretta 9mm and puny M4 mouse gun were! He just used 
them to kill a bunch of people. 

Now, obviously, if this article is true, it would mean that 
the man behind the gun may be just as important as the cal
iber, and we know that can't possibly be true. If it is , then 
those of us who don't feel inadequately armed with a high
capacity nine and a 5.56mm carbine might not have anything 
to feel ashamed of! 

Sincerely, 
Frank l. Richmond 

Glad yo t1 enjoyed that heart-pounde1: As we noted with the 
story, it came to us anonymously having passed through sever
al hands and we were unable to vet it, but it smelled right. We 
did get one real chicl1en-shit letter slamming us for printing 
Tom Clancy-ish fiction , though. Yeah, well, listen up, troops: 
We were fortunate enough to have established comms with 
SSGT Johnson, who was the subject (not the author) of the 
piece, and not only was the sto1y fairly un-garblecl fo r having 
passed through many hands - the story as told was just half 
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(if that) of the stmy. SSGT Johnson and his team-mates have 
I graciously agreed to tell us the whole story as soon as they get 

clearance. To the incredulous fellow who asserted we should be 
ashamed for mahing it all up, we'd lihe to note that literally 
while we write this, SSGT Johnson and his buds have gone from 
Walter Reed to Ft. Stewart, where they are today receiving 
their decorations - Johnson is getting a Silver Star and a 
Purple Heart. The Anny Histori.cal Section has already 
debriefed them, and a great deal of the action they were in is 
going into the record boohs, not just history boolis. Stay tuned, 
to read it here first. 

Dane Deigns to Disagree 
I would like to comment on the subject from thel2-year

old brat from Denmark. First of all, we are still many, who 
appreciate what the U.S did for us during WWII. We still 
celebrate every May 4th. Second, we and apparently the 
young brat, suffer from political correctness. I don't lmow 
what the liberal teachers have told him, but as you say, hope 
he'll grow up. 

Third, we are many, who are totally behind our prime min
ister supporting the Coalition, and we are also disgusted by 
the French. 

United We Stand. 

JN. Bang former Danish Army, Denmark 
PS: We still honor the 13 Danish troops who gave their 
lives 9 April 1940, before the liberal cowards in parli 
ment gave up our country. 

Rakkasans Rule! 
I am a Vietnam Vet, having served with "C" Company, 

3/187th Inf., lOlst Airborne, in 1969 & 70. While I am 
proud of my "service" as a former member of the Rakkasans, 
I feel my work pales in comparison to today's Rakkasans. I 
am so impressed at the work, the dedication, and the range 
of abilities these new Rakkasans possess. 

I read with pride what our young men have been doing in 
Iraq and JS. Mosby made me wish I was 22 again, just so I 
could be with these fine young men. Not for any glory, as I'm 
sure those guys would trade that for a quick end to this part 
of the mission, but just to serve with such hard working and 
dedicated professionals these new Rakkasans appear to be. 

To the Troopers in today's lOlst, and specially to those 
"C" Co., 3/187th Rakkasans, THANK YOU for the work you 
are doing for America, and may God grant you safety and suc
cess in Iraq. Get back home safe to your families, and lmow 
that we are proud of you. 

From a former old Rakkasan, 
Dan L. Bayes 
Manhattan, Kansas 

Silencing, And Jumping, The Gun 
As a life-long reader of your magazine, I was extremely 

disappointed in the article "USMC's new SpecOps Silencer," 
October '03 issue. 

Detachment 1 has not adopted the Surefire FA can. As a 
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mater of fact, it was not "extensively tested" until July 03, 
during the Weapons and Tactics Package - which may have 
been well after the story was written. 

During this four-week assessment, operator feedback was 
that the FA can was unsuitable in its current configuration. 

Surefire is an excellent company with an excellent repu
tation, and Barry Dueck is without a doubt an excellent 
designer. There is no doubt that this can, will be a success. 

However, it was not adopted by the Det at this time. 
While an author's opinion is his, facts must be verified 

from other than a single source. In this case, the author had 
no access to the users - the Det - just the vendor. 

There are other errors as well. While relatively minor, 
these errors are below your usual standard for accuracy. The 
misspelling of the C.O.'s name was surely a typo, but the 
name of the Det - Marine Corps Special Operations 
Command Detachment I is abbreviated MCSOCOM Det 1 
rather then MARSOC. 

Also, the Det is not made up entirely of Force 
Reconnaissance personnel. The Marines and Sailors 
assigned to the Det are all there for a reason, but they are 
not all 032I 's. 

Patrick Rogers 

Full SOF Jacket 
On August 16, I attended a Garand Collector's Association 

convention in Reno, Nevada. After listening to a great speak
er (Walter Ehelrs, 2nd Lt. USA, WWII), the GCA leadership 
raffled off a number of items that had been donated to GCA 

by firearms-related businesses and organizations. 
SOF donated a USAF flight jacket that was made in the 

USA. I was the fortunate recipient of that jacket. 
I'd like to thank SOF for the gift, the fact that it was a 

"Made in the USA" product and for your continued support 
of this organization. 

Bill Ruppert, member GCA 
Truckee, CA 

Poor-Man's Artillery 
As an old gunny, I have a request: [a lot of] those troopers 

getting killed, are getting killed by RPGs. We used to see 
something like this in Vietnam called the B40. I don't know 
about RPGs but I know they are lethal, is the RPG-7 an evo
lution or an upgrade? What does the Iraqi force have at their 
disposal, I would like you to have an article to explain to the 
troops about RPGs and lethality capabilities, what they are 
facing, [there are probably many who don't] have a clue ... 
Semper fide/is. 

Via e-mail 

The RPGs are a different critter than the B-40, which was 
more of a barrage rocket. The RPGs are a series of shoulcler
fired rocket launchers first developed fo r use against armor, but 
as they have evolved along with more sophisticated warheads, 
have become effective poor-man's artille1y. They are all over, 
bring made by many natioru wlw<e onlnana " ;nfi•rnad by I 
Russian design. )Z' 
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Coo! Idea 
Here's a grass-roots For-The-Troops idea that's really work

ing out, thanks to the untiring efforts of one Frankie Mayo, of 
Newark, Delaware. When she asked her son, an MP soaking 
in the hot sands of Iraq, what he'd like her to send him (as in: 
home-made fruitcake, some dry sox, shaving gear, box of 
fudge - the usual suspects), he replied, "Well, we sure could 
use an air-conditioner, ha, ha." He shouldn't have said that, 
because Frankie got one from Home Depot, boxed it up and 
sent it to him. In fact, this hard-charger went on to organize a 

' non-profit outfit and has shipped some two thousand air con
ditioners to troops sweating it out in the Gulf. And tons of 
medical supplies , and comfort items for the troops. Rush 
Limbaugh, who is a pay grade or two above Frankie but has a 
good heart, paid for half of a chartered DHL jet to take a load 
of air conditioners straight to the troops in Baghdad. And 
thousand of folks just like us have come up with the goods 
and the cash for Frankie Mayo to make this program work. 

Now, they're shipping miniature heaters (winter is com
ing, even in Iraq), and the full gamut of comfort and morale 
items. They need bucks for postage - always handy, even 
when all your worker bees are unpaid volunteers - and the 
following comfort and morale items, in no particular order: 
baby wipes and powder, non-aerosol shaving cream, tooth
paste and brushes, shampoo, liquid soap, bar deodorant, 
non-aerosol bug-spray, games, DVDs, pre-sugared Kool-Aid 
and Gatorade, non-melting candy, feminine hygiene items, 
pens/pencils/paper/envelopes, disposable cameras, mosquito 
coils, playing cards, VHS's, beef jerky, nuts, gum, foot pow
der ... Remember, it's the stuff you needed when you were 
deployed. Aerosols, flammable liquids, things that melt in 
the heat are a no-go. Everything must be in new sealed con
tainers. Sturdy boxes of between 40-50 pounds are better 
than a lot of little boxes, so get together with your Legion, 
VFW, church or civic group and fill some boxes. And remem
ber, your tax-deductible check or money order is always wel
come as well, as they have to reship these items to individual 
recipients. Send to: Operation AC, Dept. SOF, 560 Peoples 
Plaza, Box 121, Newark, DE 19702 

Paperback Books: 
Those legions of SOF readers who have asked us, will be 

pleased to know that Operation AC also has gotten in gear to 
send paperback books to the troops. There are some ground 
rules: wholesome paperback books only. Again, one larger 
box is better than several small boxes. But the box must not 
be more than 50 pounds in weight, and its size cannot be more 
than 130 inches, length and girth combined. This time, do NOT 
send books to SOF: Send directly to Operation AC. Titey can 
receive parcels only by United Parcel Service (not t1te mail), 
and only at: Operation AC, Inc., Dept. SOF, Storage USA, 121 
Rutltar Drive, Newark, Delaware, 19711. 

More information is available at: www.operationac.com -

and watch for a feature on this organization in an upcoming 
issue. These folks are getting the job done: Give 'em a hand! 

Germany-Based Divisions: 
Headed CONUS? 

According to the Army Times, Army units stationed in 
Germany who have been deployed to Iraq may subsequent
ly return to the United States. The Wiesbaden-based 1st 
Armored Division, currently deployed to Iraq, is slated to 
return to Germany early in 2004, but Pentagon sources told 
the Times they may only stay long enough to pack their gear. 
The story is the same for the 1st Infantry Division, now in 
Wuerzburg but slated to deploy to Iraq in 2004. Possible 
Stateside posts that could absorb these units include Ft. 
Lewis and Ft. Riley. Moving American units from Germany 
to other new-NATO nations such as Poland, Romania and 
Bulgaria has also been discussed. 

Waco-Killers ' Defender Found Dead 
Former federal prosecutor, U.S. Attorney ]. Michael 

Bradford, who defended the U.S. government in a lawsuit 
filed by surviving Branch Davidians, was found dead of an 
apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound, by a police officer 
checking an "abandoned" vehicle. "He found a BMW, which 
was unusual, because it's a nice vehicle and it was parked 
out in the woods ... it had a briefcase in it, clothes and a 
sports jacket in it, so he started looking around," Hardin 
County Sheriff Ed Cain told reporters. The officer found the 
body and a shotgun about 75 feet from the car. Cain said it 
appears the gunshot wound to the head was self-inflicted. 
"We have no indication of foul play, he said." 

According to investigators, Bradford had been reported 
missing for about a day. Cain said Bradford had left behind 
a note that indicated he planned to kill himself. Bradford 
represented the federal government in the 2000 trial of a 
$675-million wrongful-death suit filed by surviving Branch 
Davidians and family members, in the wake of the inferno 
that ended the Branch Davidian standoff near Waco in 1993. 
Bradford had been in private practice recently with a 
Beaumont law firm. He was appointed U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of Texas in 1994. He served until May 
2001. He is survived by his wife, daughter, and son. 

Mexican Soldiers Apprehended 
In Texas 

In early July, a U.S. Border Patrol agent spotted six 
intruders north of the Rio Grande and gave chase: Four ran 
back to the river, fleeing into Mexico. The remaining two, 
both armed with rifles and dressed in military fatigues , did 
not make it to the river in time. The Border Patrol officer 
got out of his vehicle, and seeking cover, ordered the two 

Continued on page 79 

14 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ D ECEMBER 2003 





The War In 

What Worked What Didn't 
TEXT & PHOTOS BY DALE 8. COOPER 

U.S. armed forces go into battle with the best equip
ment money can buy, but they soon learn that some of the 
stuff in their "tool box" isn't worth the big bucks the 
Pentagon paid for it. Such was the case in Iraq. 

A team oF three officers from the Marine Corps Systems 
Command [MCSC] traveled the battlespace interviewing 
Marines who used the gear. Their findings are disturbing, 
and makes one wonder what would have happened had the 
Iraqi Army showed up - and fought. 

For Example: 
Ml6Al Rifles: They're too long and cumbersome in 

urban fighting. That's why several Marines opted to use 
captured AK-4 7s. Kalashnikovs with collapsible stocks 
were highly prized by Marines who operated mostly from 
vehicles like LAVs and HUMMWVs. 

Smaller weapons, like M4 carbines, would have helped 
tremendously when mounting or dismounting. But they 
still have some maintenance challenges to overcome. 

M249 Squad Automatic Weapons: SAWs are worn out. 
They had problems with takedown pins breaking or falling 
out of the weapons. A SAW gunner told SOF a wounded 
buddy saved his bacon during the Battle of Baghdad on 10 
April when he found the takedown pin that fell out of his 
M249 at the height of the battle - when every gun count
ed. Despite a painful wound that kept him off the firing plat-

form of their armored-assault vehicle, the young Marine who 
was shot in the shoulder felt around in the darkness until he 
found the pin, reassembled the SAW and handed it back to his 
buddy. 

Sidearms: The 9mm Beretta sidearms carried by officers 
were unreliable. The magazine springs were so weak and 
worn rounds fell out of the magazine when removed from 
the weapon. 

Shotguns: Not enough 12-gauge MlO 14 ] oint Combat 
Shotguns were issued to each infantry battalion for breach
ing in urban combat. Operators need at least one 12-gauge 
per squad with slugs - not 00 Buck - to blow the locks 
off doors. 

Goggles: Too large, did not seal properly, and the lenses 
often popped out of the frames. That's why many Marines 
wore non-issue, commercially made, ski goggles they bought 
in the States before they deployed to Iraq. 

MOLLE Gear: The pack moves too much when Marines 
are on the move. The plastic frame is "cheap" and broke on 
numerous occasions. This was especially true when Marines 
tied their packs to the outsides of LAYS, tanks and 
HUMMWVs for transport. 

Sleeping Bags: Standard-issue bags are too short for tall 



Marines. They told the Marine Corps Systems Command liai
son team they need bags a foot longer. 

Gas Mask Carriers: Need to be a bit larger with more 
compartments so loose nerve-gas injectors , etc. and extra fil
ters don't fall out when the masks are removed. 

QuikClot: Ineffective on arterial bleeding. An lAR Marine 
died when shot in a femoral artery. Pressure from the blood 
caused the QuikClot to be pushed out of the wound. 

Communication, Communication, Communication -
The Name Of The Game In War 

j ust like location, location, location, which is the name of 
the game in real estate, communication is the name of the 
game in war. But Marines who carried MKl 48 handheld 
radios say the Corps should "deep-six" them and find a 
replacement. 

During 60 days of combat operations in Iraq , the MKl 48s 
demonstrated that they were not "user-friendly." The radios 
had too many buttons and modes. Buttons were often acci
dentally pushed when the radios were being carried, thus 
changing their modes or functions. Many times the Marines 
carrying the MKl 48s were unaware of what had occurred. 
The speakers were also fragile and broke easily. 

When MKl 48s were left in the sun, they would overheat 
and shut-down. The rechargeable battery life was 3 - 5 
hours, causing a constant headache of resupply. Even though 
rechargers were located at the company level, runners had to 
be sent to the rear for resupply. Excessive movement along 
the front lines raised concerns about force-detection. 

The liaison team comprised of Captains Patricia Dienhart, 
Shannon Roos and Mike Howard were also told that Marines 
were overwhelmed by the varied communications equipment 
they were expected to use. 

As the Operations Officer from 1st light Armored 
Reconnaissance [lAR] stated, "The system is broken." 

With units constantly moving over changing terrain, LOS, 
or Line-of-Sight radio communications, were impossible. The 
only reliable means of communication was Blue Force Tracker 
"SATCOM" and Iridium satellite phones. The media, some 
167 reporters and camera crews that embedded with the First 
Marine Division, had more satphones than the military. 

Infantry commanders like Captain Kevin E. Yeo, of Echo 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines , Lieutenant Jamie P. 
Murphy, the executive officer, lieutenant W.A. Hefty, com-

mander of 3rd Platoon, and two subordinates , 2nd 
lieutenant Charles F. Benbow and 2nd lieutenant J. 
Michael Jones , were also asked to evaluate some of the 
equipment their men carried into battle, and some of the 
techniques they employed. 

Getting Back To Basics 
It doesn't matter whether Marines are cooks or cannon

cockers; they are riflemen first and foremos t. But Captain 
Yeo found the Ml6A2 service rifle didn't give his Marines 
the biggest bang for the buck. 

SOF obtained a copy of Yeo's analysis of the Ml6A2: 
"During sixty days of operations in Iraq, this unit engaged 
enemy personnel from ranges of 20m-to-400m in various 
types of terrain. The 5.56 ball ammunition proved inca
pable of peneu·ating hasty enemy positions within build
ings ," wrote Yeo. 

The average building in Iraq is made of brick and plas
ter with walls that are 12-to-16-inches thick. Interior walls 
are also made of brick and each house usually has a brick
perimeter wall. They look like fortresses from the outside. 
The only weapon that could punch a hole through the 
thick-walled structures was the M2 .SO-caliber heavy 
machine gun that was mounted on each AAV in E Co. 

"Ma Deuce" is the only machine gun in the Marine 
Corps that fires SLAP ammunition. Saboted l ight Armor 
Penetrator anuno first saw combat during Operation 
DESERT STORM. It uses a reduced-caliber, heavy metal 
[tungsten] .30-inch diameter penetrator wrapped in a 
"plastic" sabot or "shoe" of a .50-inch diameter. This pro
duces a very fast round with a very flat trajectory which 
enhances the probability of a hit. 

Gunners in MNWS , like the one this reporter rode into 
battle, fired more than 1 million rounds of ammo in the 
M2HBs, some of it the new SLAP and SlAP-2 [trace r] 
sabot rounds that can make Swiss cheese out of an Iraqi T-
55 tank. At $7.50 per pop, it doesn't take long to spend a 
chunk of change with a .50 cal. 

In addition to not being able to penetrate brick walls, 
the men of E Co. also discovered that 5.56 ball ammo at 
times over-penetrated [Edi.tor's italics] enemy soldiers. The 
only sure way to ensure the enemy didn't keep on running 
was shoot him in the head. 

The day after Marines invaded southern Iraq, enemy 

Continued on page 68 
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ince returning Stateside from Afghanistan, I have 
shown photos to friends, and the question that 
often comes up is, ''Just how many guns are 
there, there?" Actually, it's as much an exclama
tion as a question. "They're everywhere," I've 
answered, but a better response might be, "You 

know what they say about the stars in the sky and grains of 
sand on earth?" 

Of course, it is not accurate to say there are as many guns 
in Afghanistan as there are grains of sand on earth, but this 
much is true: just as one could never count all the stars in the 

sky, the same could be 

-

said for guns in 
111( ft~ Afghanistan. 

UI'' Even if you stripped 
every gun from every sol
dier, every militiaman, 
every bodyguard, small-
time bandit, farmer, taxi 

driver, and every single man and boy (down to the age of 8) 
and thought you had the country laid barren of anything that 
fired a projectile, there'd be some duty-bound Afghan patriot 
(if that's not an oxymoron) who would come to you and for a 
small reward, say a hundred or two hundred American dollars 
cash, tell you of a weapons cache somewhere. 

That cache might be said to be in a cave in the remotest 
mountains or in a poppy farmer's rural compound, anywhere, 
and the odds are, if you can get there before the munitions 
are moved, you're going to hit upon a nice little stash - from 
the standard AKs and RPGs to Dashika machine guns, anti
aircraft guns, mortars, and maybe even an SA-7 surface-to-air 
rocket launcher or two. And on top of the weapons, throw in 

tons of ammunition, from cases and cases of AK and Dashika 
ammo to mortar and recoilless-rocket rounds. 

That's pretty much the way it was during the tenure of my 
Special Forces detachment in its seven months operating out 
of jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan. Part of our job was to 
take the arms and ammunition out of the hands of those who 
wished for a return of the Taliban, or at least were support
ing the downfall of the newly U.5.-installed and -maintained 
central government, which is strong in Kabul, but tenuous at 
best in much of the rest of a country where tribal affiliation 
is many times stronger than any tie to the country. 

After A While, We Stopped Being Surprised ... 
We uncovered many caches, capturing hundreds of tons of 

ammunition and the weapons to go with them. Some of the 
weapons are shown on the photographs on these pages. After 
a while, we stopped being surprised at what we would find. 
The surprise, in fact, would be when a suspected cache 
would turn out to be a dry hole. 

Recovered weapons we put to use with our own MRF mili
tia army or turned over to higher HQ in Bagram for use by 
the newly formed Afghan Defense Forces. As for the captured 
ammunition, the same was true. And that ammunition that 
could not be used we destroyed. We seized so much ammu
nition that several times we had to call in Explosive 
Ordnance Detachments and their thousands of pounds of C-

A variety of guns line the walls of a local gunsmith. Gunsmithing 
is a valuable trade in Afghanistan because of the tradition of men 
bearing arms and because, with the poverty of the country, many 
men use antique weapons that the gunsmiths keep functional. 
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4 to destroy the materiel. (See "Blowing lt Up" in next 
month's SOF.) 

In the same sense, at one time we had accumulated so many 
neglected, non-functioning weapons, partially assembled 
weapons, and parts of weapons in boxes and crates that we 
invited a local gunsmith in to clean, fix and assemble as many 
as he could, promising him $15 (U.S.) for each that he made 
functional. He worked for three weeks and managed to restore 
nearly 50 weapons - from British Brens to Chinese SGMs to 

PKs to Dashikas to mor
tars to AA guns. For his 
effort he earned in those 
three weeks about what 
the average Afghan 
makes in a year. And we 
had ourselves a store
room of working guns, 

from what had been heaps of indistinguishable parts. 
With so much weaponry to be had in Afghanistan, one 

could not be faulted for being tempted to sneak a couple of 
AKs or Makarov 9mms into a footlocker or kit bag and to 
bury them on a pallet to be shipped back to the States -
except for the strict regulations the military has established 
on bringing arms into the United States. Sure, since when 
have regulations ever stopped SF before? That said, our com
mand assured us that all pallets and gear would be broken
down and inspected by Customs before shipping and 
promised the threat of courts-martial for violators caught. 
More than a few of the guys expressed a longing for the good
old-talked-about days when our fathers, grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers brought back war-trophy weaponry sou-

venirs from both world wars, Korea and even Viet am. 
There is no restriction, though, on bringing into the 

United States pre-1898 firearms , and there are plenty of 
those antiques today in Afghanistan . Generally speaking, one 
would not find the old weapons in arms caches, as they don't 
have much worth for soldiers today when AKs are cheap and 
plentiful countrywide. But the more seasoned Afghan veter
ans still talk of originally using the old Enfield breechloaders 
to fight the Russians in the early 1980s. It was after the 
rebels captured Russian weapons that they put aside the 
antique British rifles that, in a sense of irony, their great
great-great grandfathers had first captured from the British 
during those wars a hundred years earlier. 

Early on, we put out the word through our MRF and terps 
(interpreters) that we would buy old rifles , pistols , swords , 
sabers and knives , and we gathered quite a collection local
ly in our rural province. Then we learned that those same 
types of antique weapons are better available and cheaper in 
Kabul, where a market has built up since the end of the war. 
There, right in the center of the city is Chicken Street, on 
which there are a number of shops that sell antique arms. 

Continued on page 77 

A local gunsmith shows off a Czech ZB-30 machine gun that he put 
together and made functional for ODA 2025. This gun was among 
a variety of weapons that the ODA confiscated in a raid on the rural 
compound of a Taliban sympathizer. Most of the weapons were in 
parts, in boxes and crates. The DOA hired this local gunsmith to 
make as many weapons functional as possible. 
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Colombia's War A Stalemate - At Best 

BY DR. MARTIN BRASS 

P HOTOS COURTES Y O F COLOMBIAN NATI O NAL POLICE 

This is the last in a four-part series reporting on the war 
in Colombia. I cannot call it a conclusion, because there is 
none. Comparing the Colombian Civil war to the Vietnam 
War is sttperficial, as the guerrillas in Colombia have no 
.popular support and a central government exists and has 
effective control of 60% of the territory. The Colombian Civil 
War is a one of money, drugs, greed, corruption, and misper
ceptions, ftteled by the U.S. public's insatiable appetite for 
nose candy and other drugs. Unlike what occurred during the 
Vietnam War, ideologies appear to be a farce. 

"It's a nightmare from which you can't awaken," a U.S. 
military advisor heavily involved in the Colombian situa
tion for a decade, said. "There is no end in sight. And the 
Colo;mbian Civil war is going to get a lot worse before it 
gets better," he continued. 

Up In Smoke II: The Colombian National 
Police Jung/as torch a jungle coke lab. 

Conflicting allegations by the military, the guerillas, 
the paramilitaries, and the police, human rights organiza
tions, U.S. advisors and contractors has hopelessly mud
died the situation. 
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Solvents used in extracting coca base go up in smoke as remote 
coke lab is destroyed in situ by Colombian National Police. 

Whom Do You Believe? 
The guerrillas and paramilitaries both have made enor

mous profits. All of these groups have taken big hits , but 
civilians are by far the greatest victims. Hundreds of under
paid soldiers and police without backup have been killed in 
the half-century civil war, which has claimed 40,000 lives 
and displaced at least that many. Dozens of human-rights 
workers and missionaries have been slaughtered. Fifty 
hostages are currently being held by the FARC. 

liberal-minded players, many of them no doubt idealis
tic, are influenced and guided by charismatic and clever 
guerillas seeking to eliminate "social inequities," according 
to beleaguered and frustrated military officials we spoke to 
in Colombia. The mihtary's alleged "fatal alliance" is with 
the AUC, said to be responsible for 62% of human rights 
violations (1 ,220 victims last year) , including massacres 
and disappearances - plus 40% of the drug trade in 
Colombia, according to Peter Clark, Senior Associate in the 
U.S. Office on Colombia in Washington. An estimated 
3,500 civilians die yearly. 

A No-Win Situation 
President Alvaro Uribe, frustrated with the United 

Nations for its inaction and with the outcome of the Plan 
Colombia under the Clinton Administration, holds outside 
deadbeats as well as interveners partially responsible for the 
out-of-control deterioration of the situation. UN officials 
have refused Uribe's request for peacekeepers in Colombia 
without a signed peace agreement. Former President 
Pastrana's peace agreement with the FARC was seen as a 
complete failure. 

The Clinton Administration cut off funds to the 
Colombian military for alleged human rights abuses, but 

continued funding the National Police. The police, we were 
told by a native Colombian political analyst, "are not an 
obstacle for the FARC - the army is." Uribe, trying to build 
up the military, believes that the refusal of the U.S. to offer 
intelligence, training, and support to the military has con
tributed to the current mess. 

For the hardliner President Uribe, it's a no-win situation. 
Uribe considers the FARC and ELN, the major guerrilla 

groups , to be hardened criminal terrorists . Uribe's father 
was murdered by the guerrillas , according to some 
accounts . Uribe , emboldened by the tough stance the U.S . 
has taken against terrorists , has attempted to crack down 
mercilessly on the Marxist guerrillas and right-wing para
militaries. He is being criticized in certain political circles 
for his draconian measures , although he enjoys widespread 
support in Colombia. 

On the one hand, he has been accused, by a report made 
by dozens of human-rights groups, of collapsing the 
Colombian constitution and due-process rights with exces
sive military force . Uribe aims to give military forces the 
power to make summary arrests and arbitrary searches. 

The Uribe administration responds , saying that they know 
where the terrorists are, and where their arms were being 
stored, but they could not move in because of constitutional 
restraints . Defense Minister Martha Lucia Ramirez, accord
ing to AP, said that in at least eight cases this year, govern
ment troops knew where arms were being stored or where 
rebel commanders were living, but were unable to act. 

"We Know Who They Are" 
"We know who they are ,'" Uribe reportedly said. 

"Overseas, they are [known as) politicians, and in Colombia 
they are terrorists. " 

On the other hand, Uribe is being lambasted for seeking 
amnesty for murderous heads of the AUC combatants, let
ting them get off the hook for years of atrocities and mas
sacres. His proposed peace talks with the AUC are seen by 
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critics as an opportunity for war criminals to 
go free. Although it is premature to make a 
judgment on the ceasefire agreed to with the 
leader of the AUC (Carlos Castano, leader of 
11 ,000 of the 20,000 paramilitary AUC con
federation), the Washington Post calls it a "land 
grab." The AUC, is "seizing farmland and 
houses at gunpoint in an effort to consolidate 
its hold on strategic regions across the country 
before beginning negotiations to disarm, 
according to military officials , Western diplo
mats and witnesses." 

Uribe, however, considers these human 
rights groups as supporters of terrorists. 

The police, taking advantage of the Clinton 
Administration's refusal to fund the tainted mil
itary, effectively played the political game and 
received significant U.S. funding. Without 
backup by the military, their major efforts of 
drug eradication and busting drug lords 
became a dangerous game. 

This Is War 
U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 

putting all niceties aside, rejects the position 

Drug-production facility burns on horizon as Colombian National Police 
stand guard. 

that this is a drug war. He, too, is under fire. The Bush 
Administration, who is supporting Uribe and releasing fund
ing to the Colombian military, is accused by critics of pro
moting human-rights abuses. Under Plan Colombia, U.S. aid 
has been expanded to counterinsurgency efforts, including 
anti-terrorist training, helicopters , and real-time intelligence. 
The U.S. Congress has limited direct U.S. personnel involve
ment to 800. Many of those are involved in providing train
ing to military, police and pilots. 

Shoot To Kill 
The U.S. policy of resuming the policy to shoot down 

drug-running planes is especially under-fire . 
The program was nixed after the tragedy in 2001 wheri. a 

Blow it, burn it, and wait for it to be rebuilt: Fueled by astronomi
cal profits, wiping out the drug trade is like sweeping back the tide 
with a broom. 

Peruvian Air Force Pilot, relying on U.S. intelligence, 
downed a plane - killing a U.S. missionary and her child. 

Between 1995 and 1999, 123 planes were shot or forced 
down under the program, according to the Los Angeles Times. 
Under the program, U.S. and Colombian radar sites pinpoint 
suspected drug flights, then relay that information to the 
Colombian Air Force, which has the authority to shoot down 
the planes. 

Skittish U.S. contractors providing intelligence to 
Colombian planes are demanding immunity from any legal 
liability for mistakes. Training of pilots, crew, and ground per
sonnel has been ongoing in an attempt to prevent further acci
dental tragedies. Air-traffic-controller training was completed 
in May and pilot training in June. But as the LA. Times 
reports, critics, including Sanho Tree, director of the Drug 
Policy Project at the Institute for Policy Studies, are outraged: 

"You can't just shoot people out of the sky if they don't 
pose an imminent threat," he said 

Jose Miguel Vivanco, executive director of Washington
based Humau Rights Watch - Americas , is especially vocal, 
calling the anti-terrorist measures unacceptable, as they 
"allow a wide margin for action that can lead to very serious 
abuses." 

Some we spoke to in Colombia in the military accuse the 
highly influencial Vivanco of self-serving methods and profi
teering by collaborating with the guerrillas. 

Hunting "Narco-Ts" 
A high-ranking DEA advisor in Colombia, an acquaintance 

of SOF, is optimistic about the increased U.S. involvement. 
"In October and November, we will be hunting Narco
Terrorists and labs with about 800 of our most-well-armed 
friends of the National Police, Colombian Army (COLAR) and 
Colombian Marines (COLMAR). They are "a kick-ass and get
the-job-done group," he said. The U.S. Department of State 
funding, along with the DEA funds, he said, will be available 
to them after they are vetted, which should be no problem, 
since they are not tainted with human rights violations. 

The military does not have the expertise of the counter
drug police, he said, but the Army is not completely coop-

28 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! • www.sofmag.com · SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ DECEMBER 2003 



OSEDI 
World Kung Fu Champion And Combat Conditioning Expert Speaks 

Out And Reveals The Truth About That Combat Fighting System 
Trainer, Tim Larkin, Who Advertises In This Magazine All The Time. 

Y 
eah, I read the ads in this magazine about 
Tim Larkin 's Target-Focus"' Tra ining 
system and WOW, you'd think he was 
offering the holy grail of fighting. 

Fo r example: Yo u fi nd yo ur se lf in an 
unavoi dable vio lent confro ntation-and he says 
size, physica l condition and so on, don ' t matter. 
He says tha t wheth e r you ' re fas t o r s low or 
uncoordinated, or as old as my dead grandmother, 
you can defend yourself-even brutall y destroy
some street thug. And if that's not enough, you can 
lea rn this system in HOURS because it 's not some 
martia l art. Uh-huh! 

My name is Matt Furey and l ' m well known 
for being outspoken and controversial. l ' m still the 
onl y American ever to win a world kung fu title in 
China and my book Combat Conditio11i11g sell s in 
over 75 countries worldwide . You can see my stu ff 
at www.mattfurey.com. 

Truth is my success allows me time to search for 
and write about anyone who is the rea l deal-or the 
big-ti me pho ney. I' m known for my "po liti call y 
incorrect, kick butt-take names" style, so if you' re a 
fraud or quack I let everyone know that, too. 

We LJ , with my background l ' m pretty confident if 
someone is stupi d enough to gra b me w ithout a 
weapon. But what about a blade? Don't know about 
you but I don ' t like a kni fe pointed at me. So after 
readi ng Larkin 's ad fo r at least the 20th time, I bad to 
see if it was all he claimed or just another row1d of 
bull-shit. Same line, different character. 

First thing l researched was his background; all that 
Military elite trainer stuff. Everybody and their damn dog 
claims to have "trained" the SEALs. Tt 's the perfect pi tch. 

Success brings contacts and I'm able to find out stuff 
you probably can't. So I was surprised to fi nd Larkin 's 
background to be even MORE impressive than he leads on. 

Fact is, Larkin was on his way to graduating near 
the top of his SEAL class when he blew !tis ears in a 
diving accident. That got him medicall y disem olled 
but he was so damn good Admi ra l LeMoyne pulled 
him directly into Naval Spec ial Warfare Command as 
a Junior Officer (LeMoyne is the guy who founded 
Naval Special Warfare Command in Coronado, CA, 
and was it's fi rst commander in charge of all SEALs). 

Larkin worked directl y with seni or SEAL O fficers 
on mission specific spec op programs, the biggest of 
which was to develop a more effective hand-to-hand 
and hand-to-weapon combat training. 

He was a driving fo rce in completely rewriting the 
way the SEAL and Spec Op Communi ty learned to 
fig ht and tbe system he helped insti tute ulti mately 
became the Navy's "Combat Fighting Course" and the 
basis for his TFT system. 

So he checked out there. But training SEALs isn 't 
the same as training me. Figuring I would never know 
unless l at least looked at the program, I ordered the 
videotapes of Larkin 's Las Vegas training. 13 tapes, a 
fat manual and some other stuff. 

J 've got tapes from all sorts of guys in this mag. 
My wi fe hates it beca use I've go t ' e m stac ked 
everywhere. Most aren' t worth a damn. In a real threat 
situation there 's no way I'm gonna be doing the stuff 
they show. I think you know what I mean. l just want 
to know that if some asshole sticks a knife in my back, 
I' ll know what to do. 

Anyway, firs t couple tapes and it's obvious this 
material is verv different fro m all the crap out there. 
And, the principles are just as Larkin describes-it's 
not about strength or size or speed or conditioning; 
and there 's nothing to memori ze. Larkin drill s that 
po int, saying, "It's about learning principles that work 
in any situation. You can' t possi bly memorize enough 

Matt Furey 's success on and off the 
m.at let 's him. call the shots -

regardless of what others think. 

teclrn iques to handle every situation you might face." 

But what I really wanted was the tapes dealing wi th 
weapons. When l found them I was in absolute awe. 
On these tapes Larki n and his instructors show the same 
movement first without weapons, then WITH them. 
A nd g uess what- NOTHING c hanges ! T he 
movements are identical. Everyone else teaches "Do 
this fo r hand-to-hand and something entirely different 
if you ' re staring at the business end of a kni fe or gun." 

That sold me- and I did something I never do-
1 signed up to attend someone else's bootcamp. 

Jum p to early summer, Dallas, Texas . Not where I'd 
like to be, especially since I knew some of the train ing 
would take place outdoors. But I'm there with 35 others. 

Our group ranged from highly experienced martia l 
artists to ordinary fo lks with no training at all. Even a 
couple of women, one a fo rmer FB1 agent who was 
fu rious to find she learned more in tbe fi rst hour than 
during her enti re FBI train ing at Quantico, Virginia. 

Before this tra ining, l never thought an average 
person coul d learn to apply lethal teclrniques in a one
weekend training (every combination Larkin teaches 
ends with a lethal movement.) Yet amazingly by the 
end of the 2Vz days eve ryone knew how to take 
someone out with ease. Sure, some attendees had more 
athl et ic skill s, but everyone was competent. If some 
creep came by and grabbed any one of us at the door 
on Sunday, he woul d have made a huge mistake. 

Why is Larkin 's training so effective? What 's the 
secret? A couple things: 

First, si mplicity. The principles and movements 
involved are so easy anyone can do them-exactlv as 
advertised. Yet because they're grounded in science not 
some ancient dogma or gum's theory they're devastatingly 
effective against any assailant-and work every time. 

All our Ji ves we 've been taught anything truly great 
or di ffere nt has to be di ffic ult to learn. But this is a bi as 
that is not true. The best things in life are often the 
easiest. Look, if you want to struggle for years learning 
the hard way- go ahead. But if you want to KNOW 
how over-complicated and fl at-out worthless almost 
everything else is in comparison to Larkin 's method
th.en you' ll do what I did. You' ll check him out. 

Larkin 's method is incredi ble beca use the 
techni ques are litera ll y programmed into vour 
subconscious mind while vou train . The benefi t of 
thi s is you' ll have in stant recall when some criminal 
tries to take your li fe, or the li fe of your loved ones. 

The other reason Larkin 's method is so effective 
is this: The so le focus of the tra ining is " life-or
death." Are you fi ghting for all the marbles or for 
your life? That is the question. Everyone but Larkin 
mixes sport with li fe-or-death, and this is a major 
mistake with di sastrous resul ts. 

Can you lea rn La rkin' s stuff? Hell yeah! l 
expected to come away a LITTLE more comfo1tabl e 
with weapons but instead wound up escalating my 
skill s to an entirely new level. If I can do that with 
my skill level think of how much more vou' Jl get if 
you just give it a try. 

Before l got Larkin 's videos and attended his 
training I'd heard about hi s stuff costing too much. 
Give me a break. Look at the alternative. What's it 
worth to know you can save you r li fe or the life of 
someone you Jove in the face of a v io lent 
confrontation? Not onl y that, but if you can quickly 
learn to blow right through the typical martial artist 

who has paid fo r years of training- isn ' t that worth a 
bit more than a nicke l and a swift kick in the ass? 

Remember the say ing, " If you thi11k education is 
expensive, try ignorance." If you think learning this is 
expensive, ask someone who's been a victim of real 
violence; who has a dead relative; or someone who 
needed months to surv ive the horrors of a knife attack. 
Ask someone who once thought, " It' ll never happen 
to me." But then it DlD! Guess what they'll be te ll ing 
you? Same thing I am. Shut up and get the program. 

Larkin is giving you a proven system that you can 
learn literall y over the weekend. A system you can 
use regardless of your size, strength, conditioning or 
speed. And one that's I 00% guaranteed. 

Money's not the issue. It's a fact Larkin doesn't offer 
much li ve training, and most is fo r pri vate cl ients who 
pay him $2,500.00 a day. That's why you need his 
videos. And while the set I ini tiall y bought is great I'd 
recommend hi s brand new series on Weapons Fighting. 
That's the pai1 that 1 li ke most. 

These are completely new and different videos, 
and Larkin holds nothing back-making th em unlike 
anvthing vou 've ever seen before. There's not room to 
describe them here but he's personall y wri tten a rep0!1 
describing in detail what's included and whether or not 
they're right for you (they're definitely not foreveryone
it 's explained in the report). You can get your copy by 
picking up the phone and ca lling 360-850-1093. There's 
a short recorded message and then you can leave your 
name and address so the repo11 can be mai Jed to you. lf 
yo u prefer yo u ca n get th is repo rt on li ne a t 
www.targetfocusweapons.com 

Still wondering if this is legit? Listen, nobody tells 
me what to do. I march to my own drnmmer and I' m 
dam n proud of it. And I' m not about to put my 
reputation in jeopardy for anyone. 

One more thing: I haven' t been paid a penny to 
write this. I 'm the one who's spent his time and money 
on Larkin 's training. Hi s stuff so impressed me I wrote 
thi s as my way of say ing tha nks for taki ng my 
confidence and ability to face a criminal on the street 
to another level. And it's not just me. When you get 
the report, Larkin will include a long list of comments 
and stories from others who ' ve benefited from hi s 
training, some from my own group in Dallas. 

I 've got the TFT princip les and training. Now it's 
your tum. Do it. That's all I've got to say. 

Matt Furey 
Tampa, Florida 

P.S. Please don' t call or send me a bunch of emails with 
questions about TIT 1 'm far too busy to take calls directly 
anymore and only answer emails in my newsletter. I've 
told you what 1 know. Now it's up to yoL1. 

Q 2003 Hurley & Withington - s2 



erating with DEA yet. The lack of back-up by the military 
is improving. 

Available funds will also be used to entice informants. "As 
you know," he said, "money is what brings in the informants 
down here. Ex-FARC members, tell of joining the FARC 
because the alternative was becoming their target. Most left 
because they were never paid in 10 years. The FARC, infor
mants tell the DEA, tell you what you will grow, who you will 
sell the coca base to and at what price. The FARC also say 
when and where you can go." 

"Nets of human intelligence get assistance from more 
sophisticated ELINT (electronic intelligence). U.S. dollars 
pays fo r collaborators, as much as $4,000, which is a couple 
years pay for most Colombians," he said. "First, there is a rig
orous interview process with 40 some questions. A mission 
can include two DEA agents , a Narc assisting, three gringos , 
60-80 cops. Then the informant is thrown on an airplane for 
an over flight. Equipped with a sophisticated electronics 
package, the operators launch a mission, targeting five or six 
labs in one operation, going for the biggest targets. 

The element of surprise is almost impossible - 98% of 
the time they are forewarned by the sound of the choppers 
and flee their camps. Occasionally, the guerrillas oppose the 
security forces with small arms and RPGs. 

"It's guerrilla warfare. In one instance, the FARC was 
floating down the river in canoes, flying white flags . Once 
they got close to their objective, they disappeared in the jun
gle and attacked. The fire-fight lasted eight hours with lots of 
casualties with no reinforcement or air support. 

"There is no negotiating. All they understand is violence," 
he said. 

"We hit over 60 labs last year along with the retaking of 
120 towns in Colombia with police/army presence," the DEA 
agent said. They are keeping us busy, just what you would 
expect from the Mecca of the drug world. August 20th start
ed a month of operations to retake 40 more towns , and in 
September [at press time], we will restart more laboratory 
operations," he said. 

Congressman Bob Barr {left) and SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown 
discuss pistol-handling techniques at a Colombian national police 
range. 

Plan Colombia - Great Design But No Architects 

Former Representative Bob Barr took a Congressional del
egation to Colombia the end of 2002, to assess the situation. 
SOF was there at the same time. 

In an interview, Barr said that the Plan Colombia is sound 
in substance but lacking in administration or oversight. His 
report to the Congress revealed the lack of a reliable com
puter-assisted system to track, organize and identify the 
dynamic supply needs of the aircraft supplied by U.S . The 
Colombian Air Force cannot sustain its 10 C-130 aircraft, 
which serve as the backbone of tactical mobility. less than 
20% of 110 U.S.-supplied helicopters are functional: 19 USG
titled aircraft were lost due to pilot error in five years. The 
Colombian military reports to the commander of the armed 
Forces and the National Police report to the Minister of 
Defense. When Police headquarters are attacked, the military 
cannot provide backup. The Narcotics Assistance Section at 
the U.S. embassy is ill-equipped, lacks technical knowledge, 
experience and continuity to administer Plan Colombia, 
according to Barr. Pilots operating UH-60 Black Hawk heli
copters using SO-year-old .SO-cal. ammo for the Gau-19 self
defense weapons systems reported jamming of the weapons 
during life-threatening situations, according to the Barr 
report. 

"The underlying problem is that the U.S. State 
Department is administrating Plan Colombia when, in fact, it 
should be administered by the U.S . military," Barr told us . 

Of a list of agencies to administer the plan, Barr said, 'T he 
State Department is not even near the top of the list to run 
the Plan Colombia." 

Leadership Needed 
What is needed is "real leadership and involvement by 

the White House ," he said. "But I'm not terribly optimistic. 
There is a need for a complete overhaul at the State 
Department, which is still largely run by a bunch of bleed
ing-heart liberals. Folks who don't understand the tough 
world out there and are more concerned, like the Senate is , 
with being senatorial or being diplomatic than they are 
about actually getting the job done, that being to move U.S. 
national security interests forward. Part of it is the fact that 
very few in Congress understand the perplexities of the drug 
war overseas and the need for regular and aggressive over
sight to make sure it works well. The military has not really 
asserted its leadership the way it should. The blame has to 
rest with the White House for not really taking the bull by 
the horns and making it work. It's a good plan. It's a good 
idea. It isn't that we need more troops down there or money. 
We're putting sufficient money into it. The plan is simply 
not being administered well. 

"Our interests are so focused elsewhere right now, that no 
one is paying attention. 

"The Plan has been the red-headed stepchild for quite 
some time. [The] Clinton Administration fought efforts to 
fund the plan for many years," Barr said. 

The situation in Colombia is indeed complex. Both the 
United States as well as President Uribe have shifted focus 
from a drug war to a counterinsurgency. 

But the two are inseparable. 
As one DEA agent told SOF in Bogota, "If Americans 

would not buy the coke, there would be no war. " 

An international lawyer who has made many trips to 
Colombia, Dr. Martin Brass is a frequent contributor to SOF. ~ 
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Avoiding The Appearance Of ''Evi/'1 

'A customer stopped at a 7-Eleven after leaving my shop 
and a subsequent desert shooting exercise with his 
prized DSA FAL, which he placed in his Chevy Blazer 

between the seats, sticking straight up in plain view. 
Someone at the Seven-Eleven saw it and called the police. As 
he left the 7-Eleven, he discovered a police roadblock waiting 
for him. o one was hurt, but it was exciting. They cut him 
loose after several hours." 

Lesson: The public is being incessantly conditioned by 
pinko politicians to believe gun owners are criminals; that 
self.defense is immoral , and that being deliberately 
defenseless is a virtue. We are supposed to want to be vic
tims, and when we refuse to go along with that mendacious 
line of thinking, we are vilified. All of us who are unapolo
getically not defenseless are thus increasingly viewed with 

BY i.JOHN FARNAM 

susp1c1on and apprehension. 
Accordingly, our guns need to 
be out of sight and absent from 
casual conversation, always. 
The stealth existence offers the 
only real protection. 

And, protects your weapons from thieves, and saves law
enf orcement time better spent elsewhere. - Eds 

Tinker Bells and Whistles In The Dark 
Rifle Sights: 

We just completed an Urban Rifle/Shotgun Course in 
Illinois. During our low-light exercise on Saturday evening, 

DESERT EA6LE No License Required 
SOLID STEEL· 

FIRES, RECOILS, 
EJECTS AMMO 

VIA BLOWBACK 
Full size and 
fully operative. 
Fires 8mm blanks 
Load the clip, pull 

rounds as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Banned 

in Canada. Order Now! 

(50 rounds of ammo included.) 

when purchased with above gun 

Police/Professional Badges 
Body Armor • Cuffs • Stun Guns 

MAXSELL CORPORATION 
4400 W. HILLSBORO BLVD, #2 • COCONUT CREEK, Fl 33073 

Extra 50 rds Ammo 
$20.00 (Reg. $30.00) 

Extra Magazine 
(Reg. $25.00) $20.00 

In Stock For Immediate Deliver 
DEALERS WANTED 
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TH. E Experienc;e the 
quality of our 
rifles, which are 

Co. B B manufactured using mod-
ern CNC and EDM machines. Lothar-Walther 30" 
Barrel with 1 in 15 twist. • Retail price $5600. 

FA 5 o -A~Fi-a-st-~A-c-tfo-n-.5-0-c-al-ib-er-(B_M_G_) _rifi-le--.-. 
Introducing the AR-15 type action in a straight pull design. 

Faster shots with accuracy of a bolt action. · 

STANDARD FEATURES 
• Two 10-round magazines 

• Starlight h!Hd case 
• Bolt machined -out of 4340 

• Bolt Carrier machined out of 4150 
• Upper & Lower receiver made out of 4150 

• Lothar-Walther 30 inch barrel with 1 in 15 twist 
• High efficiency recoil reducing Armalite brake 

• Parkerized finish 
• 1-MOA accuracy with match ammunition 
• M-60 bipod • Side charging handle 

• Disassembles like an AR-15 

IN STOCK NOW 

COBB 
Manufacturing 

P.O. Box 88, Dallas, GA 30136 
Ph. 770-505-3080 • Fax 770-505-3007 

Email: sales@cobb50.com 
www.cobb50.com 

FFL required 
Open 7 days a week 12 pm to 7 pm 

(closed on holidays) 

Patents Pending 

PPA International. 
i A professional training centre. 

Tactical Training Courses. 

High Risk Room Clearing Training. 
Tactical Swimmer Training. 

Rock-Climbing Training 
Close Protection Training. 

Covert Surveillance Training. 

Contact us for an information package. 

www.ppa-int.com 
info@ppa-int.com 

one of our students used an AR-15 
'with a three-dot, night-sight setup sim
ilar to what one finds on pistols. It was 
an abomination! 

The two rear dots are too close to 
the shooter's face to do anything but 
compromise his night vision. The front 
dot was nearly impossible to see when 
it was superimposed on out steel tar
gets (illuminated by road flares) . This 
student, who shot well during the day, 
was unable to hit with any regularity at 
night. He is getting rid of the dots! 

Artother student used ah ACOG. 
Again, the red crosshairs in the center 
of the reticule disappeared when super" 
imposed on steel targets at night. The 
scope was mounted on the carrying 
handle of this student's AR-15, making 
a normal cheek-weld impossible. He 
had an aftermarket cheek-piece 
installed in order to solve this problem, 
but it continuously interfered with the 
normal operation of the charging han
dle. Again, this student's equipment 
was more a hindrance, than a help. 

Another student's rifle was equipped 
with a close-eye-relief, 4X scope. As we 
have come to expect, he continually got 
targets mixed up. He could usually hit; 
he just kept hitting the wrong target, 
because he got lost in his scope. 
Students with conventional, iron sights 
did best, because their equipment didn't 
get in their way. They learned to devel
op a symbiotic synergy with their rifles 
instead of naively expecting that some 
attached miracle-gadget would magical
ly substitute for personal competence 
iJ.nd COlllmon sense. 

Stude11ts 
with ~onvefltional, 

iron sights did 
best, beeause 

their equipment 
didn't get in 
their wav. 

light Rails: 
"Light rqils" ("accessory" rails) on 

pistol frames are all the rage these days. 
Police departments insist on them, 
even when they have no specific plans 
to mount flashlights (or lasers) on pis
tols. Accordingly, many departments 
are now ordering holster~ designed to 
accommodate pistols with flashlights 
attached. For patrol officers, I suggest 
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this is a bad idea. 
Without a flashlight affixed to the 

pistol, the holster's snatch-resistance 
is crucially compromised. Thus, when 
Surefire comes out with a new flash
light six months from now, and the 
department orders them, new holsters 
will have to be ordered also, in order 
to accommodate the new flashlight. In 
the interim, officers dare not holster 
their pistols without (the old) flash
lights attached. 

A regular holster works much better. 

All o# them had 
1custamizing' and 

anermarket parts. 
All f9ffs experienced 
Feeding and ejection 

problems ... 

The flashlight can usually be attached 
to the gun after it is drawn and 
removed prior re-holstering. SWAT offi
cers may want a flashlight attached all 
the time. Most of us others don't. 

Tinker's Trouble: 
From a friend who just attended a 

weeklong pistol course at a well-known 
school: 

"We shot 1,000-1,200 rounds dur
ing the course of the week. Most stu
dents brought 19lls. All of them had 
'customizing' and aftermarket parts. 
All 19lls experienced feeding and 
ejection problems , sopie chronic. 
Several broke parts and went down 
after the first two days. 

There was a single Ta"Qrus pistol. It 
fell apart the first day. 

A SIG 220 ran well all week, as did 
a G21. Both were 'out of the box.' 

This school likes 19lls, but the per
formance of th~ ones in this class was 
less than inspiring, particularly those 
that had been 'customized.'" 

Lesson: The 1911 system is inher
ently sound, but its devotees will not be 
dissuaded from tinkering with it. 
Usually a bad idea, as we see. 

Those interested in practical, personal 
firearms training are encouraged to con
tact john Farnam at:]PFamam@aol.com . 
SOF endorses his instruction without 
reservation. ~ 

The Current Mission 
De111ands The Best. 
Do You? 
Soldiers fighting the war on terror 
deserve the best equipment money can 
buy. That includes their sleeping bags, 
proudly supplied by Wiggy's. The US 
Special Forces, Navy Seals, and the 
Australian Army all provide their troops 
with high quality sleeping bags 
from Wiggy's. 

Wiggy's Super Light System meets the stringent demands of 
military professionals across the globe. Compact, durable, 
and available with a lifetime guarantee, Wiggy's Super Light 
sleeping bags are today's choice for the professional sold ier. 

Make Wiggy's your choice, too. 

Wiggy's Inc. • P. 0. Box 2124 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 

1-800-748-1827 
www.w iggys.com 

-..... . . 
For more information about Wiggy's Super Lite sleeping bags; : • ·.;:,~. '. ' 

call toll-free today or see us on the world wide web. · . ~· : _· ·~ · ' ~ 

ElilEPOWEil ;p .. 10 "" I 
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Puts functional strength into every fiber of your being ... 

"The # 1 Total Body Fitness Program on the 
Planet - Turns You Into An Unstoppable Butt-Kicking 

Machine ... Damn Near Instantly" 
Follow the Legendary Routine That Simultaneously Catapults Your Strength, Endurance and 

Flexibility to record levels. Feel the results that tens of thousands are raving about worldwide . .. 

I was the roral skeptic. Not only had I lifted weights for 
years, bur afrcr 2 1 years in rhe marcial arcs and several more in 
the military, I thought I'd seen it all. So I just didn't believe 
Matt Furey when he said you can get kick-butt fit with body
weight calisthenics, that I figured I went through in bootcamp. 
Besides, I could bench 400 and squat 625. So there 's no way I 
was going to fall for a rou tine that I figured I already knew. 
Been there, done that! 

But J couldn't shake this feeling rhat Furey mighc be right. 
I had read abour che Great Gama of India, a wrestler who fol
lowed th is program and was unbeacen in 5,000 marches. In 
terms of size and strength , he was amazing. He was 5'7" and 
260 pounds of streaming steel. And that was in the early 
1900's - long before stero ids. 

I had heard that Bruce Lee did the exercises Furey reaches, 
roo. And we all know about Lee's incredible ripped , lean, mus
cular look. or to mention how lighrning fast and fluid he was. 

I had heard that He1"schel Walker, a Heisman Trophy 
winner and All-Pro Running back did 500 pushups and 
s itups each day. So that made me think even more. 

And then the final straw was when I started to read all 
the testimonials that Furey had collected from fellow mili
tary (I have included several of them in this article). 

And then, of course, there is Furey, the aurhor of Combat 
Co11ditio11i11g and the man GRAPPLING magazine dubbed 
"The King of Catch Wrestling." Furey has been featured in 
major martial arrs magazines around rhe world1 has been on rhc 
cover of several - and is ccnainly no slouch when it comes to 

having and using function:tl strength. He was a world champi
on in Shuai-chiao kung fu and a national collegiate champion 
wrestler. Something told me he had to be telling the truth. 

I figured the only way I would ever know for sure would be 
.!Q g£! the program and use i!. I told myself that if what I was 
reading was nothing but marketing hype - I would not only be 
angry- but I would let everyone in the world know about it. 

So I bought Furey's Co111bt1t Co11ditio11i11g book and read 
it. Jn the book he challenges the readers with a test. I 00 Hindu 
squats, followed by 50 Hindu pushups, then a o ne-minute 
back bridge. 

Figuring this would be easy, I got started. At 40 Hindu 
squats my thighs were blitzed. It took about 90 seconds; nor 
long compared ro my squat rominc at rhe gym. 

Next, I tried the Hindu pushups. Funny thing is my legs 
were st ill shaking. I dipped down and pushed back. At 15 my 
arms were throbbing. This couldn't be. No way. I could bench 
like there's no tomorrow and this exercise was nuking me. 
I gave up at 27 reps. This took about 1.5 minutes, so my work
out had only been 2.5 minutes lo ng. 

Then the bridge. After three unsuccessful attempts of ten 
seconds1 I gave up. The nexr day my legs, chest and arms were 
so re, bur in a good way. I thought my legs got I 0 rimes more 
work with weights, bur I was wrong. 

Over the course of three months my body changed big 
rime. In fuct, I've made a list of 12 of th e most amazi ng bene
fits that I and thousands of others all over the world have 
gouen from the Combtlt Couditioning program. _f' m betting 
these are important to you, too: 

I. I blow-torched off my excess body fat so quickly that 
I could car more than [ normally did and still look 
better than ever. 

2. I packed and chiseled functional muscle onto my 
legs, chest and back tltat I've never had before, 
even from weights. 

3 . 1 simultaneously doubled my strength and flexibili ty -
and did so without need ing separate workouts for each. 

4. I quad.rupled my endurance inside o~ 30 days. Just 
think how much this helped my sparring. No mat
ter what, I NEVER get tired. 

5. T he chronic back and shoulder pain I had from years 
of heavy squats, dead lifts and bench pressing wem 
away within a couple weeks. And much of cl1at pain 
had been with me fo r nearly I 0 years. It's CONE now. 

6 . I sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 
longer a goal. It's automatic. As soon as I hit the 
rack I'm out like a light. 

7 . My self-confidence knows no bounds. Especially 
when I got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attentio n to me before. I honestly believe there is 
nothing I cannot do. I'm on top of the world. 

8. I can train anywhere. I don't need m ore than a few 
square feet of carpet or pavement and I'm all set. I 
have absolutely no excuses and my body is loving 
me for it. I don't need any equipme1tt. Just m y 
own bodyweight. 

9 . I get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
Sure, I could do more - but I've gotten incredible 
results with this amount - so why ruin a good thing? 

10. I've turned back tl1e clock. My friends tell m e I 
look 5 - 10 years younger. Awesome!! 

by Frank Sherrill 

I I. I have an explosive type of strength that weights 

couldn't give me. My movements are super fast even Matt Furey. author of the best-selling Combat Conditioning. 
when l'm just screwing around. · Dear Matt, 

12. My muscles are like a pliable and powerful tiger -
Bei11~ n US. Marine in a field unit, I spend much of my time ready to pounce o n prey in a h eartbeat. h 
in P1ysical Training, and I'll admit, It ought that I was in 

So there you have it. The 12 reasons why Combat penk physical condition. 2 months ago I began your Combat 
Co11ditio11i11g is rhe best fitness program on the planet. But Conditioning program and quickly ret1lized tht1t f ht1d been 
forget about me. missing something. W'hile platoon PT consists of mostly nm-

Take a look at what some others in the military have to ning and incorporates some bodyweight exercises (i.e. pttshups, 
say about this prograni: pull-ups, cmnches) I had been spending the bulk of my per-

Mntt, I am a US Marine stationed overseas. ! am also a so1uil training time in the weight room, lifting heav)< It 
wmtlerljudokt1 and the Marine who developed the J\!farine embarrassed me the Jim time 1 tried to do q reverse puslmp 
Corps Martial Arts Program. l use your courses reguft1rly. I and couldn't. [haven't set foot in the weight l'Oom in the bzst 
like your no-nonsense approach. Particularly as I get oldet; 2 months. My 3 mile nm time has dropped to below I 8 min-
bodyweight exercises are quick, flexible, all-encompassing nnd utes, I've lost a good 10 lbs and my body fat has dropped 4% . 
convenientc Keep ttp the good work! You ct1n see the difference nm/ God knows, [ ct1n feel the dif 
Lt Colonel George Bristol - USMC forence. I've introduced the rest of my squad to your progrpm. 
Mi: F11re;1 Thanks for helping us kick ass and tt1ke names in n hellish 
\~ have been applying the principle of 'mastering your own . and unforgiving manner. 
botly weight' to ourfootbnll program and h(lve been pleased. A D "Bubbn" Byng- LCPL, USMC 
J 2 - _I championship season last year was our reward Tht111k "Golf" Co, MCS Batta/lion 

you s11: Matt Furey's Combat Conditioning: Functional Exe1·cises 
Bomzel" Cmmillgs for Fitness & Combat Sports has 48 super effective body-
Yosemite, C4 weight exercises along with seven different programs that will 
Dear Matt, get you into kick-butt shape fast. Be oqe of the first 25 people 
V<lhen I got your hook, l changed my whole wny of thinking to o rder and you'll receive 3 free Spe~ial Reports on how ro 
about how one should train for Combatives. I am now totally eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. 
off the weights, mid, to tell you the tn1th, I have never felt Your total investment in this no nonsense book is only 
better or been mon•flexible in my life. I feel great and have $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. (foreign orders add $12). Order 
losr no size, strength, or m11scle mass ... as a resu.lt [scored online at www.mattfurey.com. Or pick up the phone right 
the maximwn number of points on rhe Army Physical Fitness now and call I 813 994 8267 to order. 
rest. HOOA H' Yo11 t1re doing great things, 1md I and the You can also send a money order to Matt Furey Enterprises, 
US. Army Officer Candidate School owe)'"" fl lot. Inc., I 0339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

TREAT'EM ROUCH' r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------·------------------, 
CPT Judd D. Mahfouz - O Yes Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises & Combat Sports 
Infantry book for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, 
Dear Mi: Furey, I will also receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating \<nee, back and shoulder pain. 
Let me Stty I have benefited a NAME: 
lot from both your Combat ---------------- ----------------
C01ulit:io11.ing and Combat A DDRESS: -------------------- -----------

~::i:,~;jo~ a;~;,,~:::t;:pan CITY------------

mid I do a lot of kickboxing C OUNTRY: ----------

STATE ZIP --------

PHONE: 

EMAIL: --------------------------------

0 Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 
O Visa O MasterCard O Amex 

and N HB fighting on the 
side. Your exercises have given 
me 11 tremendous advanrnge 
anti combined with my other 
routines (shadowboxing, spar- : CARD No: ___________ ___________________ _ 
rmg, h11gwork, wind sprmts, : 
and grappling tlrills) have got- i EXP: S IGNATURE: 

1en me into the best shape of i Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
my life. i Matt Furey Enterprises! Inc. 
LCpl Sn11dor Devenyi - i 10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 
United States Mnl"ine Co1psL_ ___________________________ ~~~-~~-:~-~~~~~'.-~-~-~":':~~~~!.'.:~:~~~---------------------s-~~!'!~, 
© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.mattfurey.com 
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tional operations during the last decade. Not until controver
sial photos appeared in the media showing GROM troops 
posing under an American flag, as well as with SEALs turn
ing over Iraqi prisoners on Operation Iraqi Freedom, did the 
public become aware that the Poles even had a SpecOps capa
bility - let alone one that is totally world-class, and widely 
experienced. The controversial photo caused some conster
nation at home among officials who considered that if the 
secret cadre were going to be photographed in the open, it 
should at least have been under a Polish flag! And then 
SecDef Rumsfelcl and the Commander In Chief himself fur
ther breached OpSec when they expressed heartfelt thanks to 
this secret Polish unit for dangerous work very well clone -
including, specifically, securing the offshore oil platforms. 
Defense Minister Jerzy Szmajclzinski noted on Polish State 
radio that, "it is not good when a politician - even if his 
name is George Bush or Donald Rumsfelcl - talks about the 
actions of special forces. We are happy with the high grades 
given to Polish troops. But . :. " Ahem. Well, after the fact, we 
would note that it can be easy to get a case of loose lips brag
ging on your favorite brother when he does well. But GROM's 
emergence upon the world stage was probably only a matter 
of time, as it's unlikely that any unit can be as active, and as 
successful, as GROM has been and remain unlmown indefi
nitely - although their exploits have been an open secret at 
home for more than a decade. 

Born Out Of Need 
The last time Poland had an elite SpecOps unit was in 

WW II, when the "Chichociemni," which translates roughly to 
"the dark, silent ones," took on missions the other Allies 

When the smoke clears after a successful operation, you pose with 
your buds for a team shot under the flag, right? Unfortunately, the 
flag at hand was American, and the guy taking the happy snaps 
was a photog for Reuters. The brass at home did not mind that the 
faces were happy, but that they were shown - and noted that if 
they were going to pose under a flag, a Polish one would be good, 
too. Fortunately, Polish flags are now very easy to find in Iraq. 

were unable or unwilling to tackle. During the years under 
communist domination , Poland was encouraged to have good 
military forces - but not so good so as to be a threat to 
Moscow or Soviet puppet regimes. 

At the beginning of the last decade, Poland was a facilita
tor in the secret emigration of former-Soviet Jews into Israel 
during Operation Bridge, and as a result, Polish intelligence 
informed then-Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki that 
Poland faced threats from terrorist groups such as Hezbollah 
and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(General Command). At this juncture the newly free nation 
had the choice of doing something French and expedient, or 
doing the right thing. They chose to do the right thing: con
tinue to help former-Soviet Diaspora get home, and gird their 
national loins against terrorism. 

Mazowiecki gave the go-ahead to then-Colonel Slawomir 
Petelicki who conceived such an elite anti-terrorist force, and 
under a Top Secret directive GROM was formed, under tute
lage of existing British and American SpecOps units , as part 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, on 13 July 1990. It was the 
fi.rst time the new government of Poland had cooperated with 
the U.S. Army, and fortunately for American interests , it 
would not be the last. The acronym by which the unit is 
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known stands for Gn1pa Reagowania Operacyjno Mobilnego 
- Operational Maneuver Reconnaissance Group. In its mis
sion, and in its relationsh ip to government authority and to 
the conventional military forces - particularly in its ability 
to draw personnel from wherever the talent may be found -
GROM is very much like the American Operational 
Detachment Delta. 

Typically, GROM recruits personnel from units such as 
the 6th Air Assault Brigade, the 1st Ind. Special Regiment, 
Polish Navy UDT, the anti-terrorist squads of police and UOP 
[equivalent to the FBI] units , and intelligence organizations. 
New personnel are usually in their early 30s, and married: 
These are not cannon fodder, and men who have a reason to 
return to their families are deemed more stable. Some three 
years and nearly a million dollars are spent training a GROM 
operator, and Mother Poland wants them to come home, as 

ARWIMG AM ELITE 
As eclectic as their training, is the armament available to 

GROM. Individual weapons training and marksmanship is 
stressed, and in a wide variety of weapons. It would be a safe 
guess that any weapon from any source would be avai lable 
for a specific mission, but below is a short list of what they 
are known to have in inventory: 

• UARDGURS: 
Browning Hi-Power (P.35), CZ 75, Glock 17 and I 7T; HK 
USP, USP Expert, USP Tactical, SOC OM; SIG 226 

• SUBffiACUIDE GURS: 
HK MP-5 , Uzi, Glauberyt PM-84 (i ndigenous machine pis
tol), ONYX (Polish version of AKS-74U, incorporating 
three-round burst selector, side-fold stock, mounts exot
ic sights) 

• ASSAULT RIJ'LES: 
AKM,AKMS, HK G36, HKG36k, SIG 551 , M4Al ,TANTAL 
(Polish version of AK-74S with burst-fire selector, syn
thetic furniture , side-fold stock, various optical sights) 

• SmPER RlfLES: 
Mauser M86, PSG-1 , Hecate II .SO, SVD Dragunov, 
Remington M700 

• mocumE Guns: 
Standard Soviet designs 

• GRERADE LAURCUERS: 
Carl Gustav, Pallad D (indigenous, AK-mounted), HK 
69A I (MZP-1 ), M203 on M4A I, RPG-7 

• SUOTGURS: 
Remington 870 

Other equipment from vehicles (Toyota pickups, 
Hummers, Mercedes "G" jeeps) to boots reflects an eclectic 
selection of the best that is on the market. In short, they have 
the men to do the job, and lack of tools will never hamper 
their mission. 

Polish Ministry of Defense 

Truly a world-class force, GROM is select
ed, equipped and trained in a totally eclec
tic manner - upwards of a million dollars 
in invested in the training of each GROM 
operative. Average age is early 30s, and 
retention is exceptionally high. All training 
is live-fire. Trainees in this early photo 
{left) fire H&K MP5SD submachine guns, 
carry Browning Hi-Power pistols, wear a 
mission-specific mix of gear such as 
Nomex overalls and Pro-Tee helmets. 
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Polish Minister of Defense Jerzy Smajdzinski and Gen. Romana 
Polka, Commander of GROM, hold a news conference in Warsaw 
on 2 May, to explain just who were these extraordinary Polish 
troops that SecDef Rumsfeld had been thanking so profusely, and 
outline what their mission was, and would likely be, in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. Note Polka's Ranger tab. 

well. In 12 years of successful operations, only four GROM 
operators have been lost. 

There are also female GROM operators, pr imarily used for 
intelligence work, surveillance and similar missions. Of those 
who apply, between one and five percent become GROM oper
ators. Virtually all GROM are fully SCUBA trained (GROM is 
the only Polish unit trained to make free-fall jumps into 
water), and some 75% are certified EMTs or male nurses, a 
skill of considerable use in hostage-rescue missions. 

All training is done with live ammunition, and in hostage
rescue training, the unit's commander is the hostage. GROM 
operators train for missions in all settings, from mountainous 
to urban, from desert to jungle to marine and even submarine 
environs. Cross-training with Allied SpecOps forces is com
mon, as is in-theater training for speciHc missions, such as 
was conducted with U.S. Special Forces in Puerto Rico prior 
to GROM's deployment to Haiti. All are expected to know at 
least two additional languages. 
GROM operators are trained, 
equipped and supported to deploy 
to any point they are needed, on a 
moment's notice - and have. The 
basic operational unit is a four-man 
team. GROM support units are 
often comprised of former opera
tors, retired because of age or injury, 
whose expertise in areas such as 
intelligence analysis, EOD work and 
various technical specialties is not 
limited by physical considerations. 

Although originally formed 
under the Ministry of the Interior, 

An intense but low-key commander, 
Col. Roman Palko has a solid SpecOps 
background and the collegiate ability to 
lead a unit that at the same time han
dles covert operations and is a flagship 
tor Poland's new military as they join 
NATO and are involved in other interna
tional missions. 

after considerable debate GROM was deemed, as a military 
unit, to be more appropriately organized under the Minister 
of National Defense , and there less likely to be used inap
propriately for police or political missions. This was also 
more in line with common practice among other NATO 
countries. 

Always In the Thick Of It, But Discreetly 
For a unit of its size (a few hundred) and recent inception 

(less than 14-years-old), this new kid on the SpecOps block 
has been busy. There are a number of well-known internation
al missions where GROM has been specifically requested by 
non-Polish outsiders, who were aware of this unit's singular 
abilities and focused audacity: the rescue of American officials 
during Desert Storm, the VIP protection and other missions in 
Haiti, VIP protection and war-criminal snatching in the 
Balkans, etc., but insiders assure us that these missions are but 
the tip of an iceberg. 

Subject to correction or poker-faced denial, from various 
sources here is a compilation of GROM missions from their 
inception to date. Although our sources could be considered 
cognoscenti , they are not at this time associated with GROM, 
so even this listing of their exploits may not be complete 
(and, as is always possible when reporting in an arena where 
no one is talking, some may be apocryphal): 

• 1991: Rescue of American CIA operatives from Iraq 
• 1992: Escort duty during the "Macierewicz briefcases 

affair" (an interesting time in newly-democratized Poland 
when the process of natural selection was playing out) 

• 1992: Assault on residence, arrest of criminal syndicate 
boss 

• 199X: Various classified operations against the Russian 
mafia in Poland 

• 1994: Operation Restore Hope (Haiti) 
• 1994: Rescue of four Polish engineers taken hostage in 

Angola 
• 1995: Rescue of two Polish officers taken as human 

shields by Bosnian Serbs 
• 1996: UNTAES mission, eastern Slavonia, arrest of 
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--
After a hard tour in Afghanistan with Operation Enduring Freedom, Polish forces 
deplane and form up to receive awards and welcomes from Polish officials -
and (inset) after months of mutton-rice-and-chai, the pork-potatoes-and-pivo 
that had been laid out for their arrival. But instead of a face full of hometown 
cooking they got a face full of newsies' microphones. Fortunately, even hungry 
Poles are world-class good sports, and took it all in good grace. 

Slavko Dokmanovic) 
• 1996: Bodyguard duty, U.S. Ambassador Walker's mission 

to Kosovo and Macedonia 
• 1997: Arrest of Polish Prime Minister Jozef Oleksy 

(charges subsequently dropped) 
• 1998: Rescue of five Poles taken hostage in Chechnya 
• 1999: Bodyguard duty, U.S. Ambassador Walker's mission 

to Kosovo and Macedonia 
• 2000: Classified mission in Northern Ireland 
• 2001: Hunt for war criminals in Kosovo 
• 2001: Reconnaissance mission, Afghanistan, prior to 

arrival of Polish regulars 
• 2002: From fall forward, cross-training and early ops, 

Operation Iraqi Freedom 
• 2003: Operation Iraqi Freedom, with British SAS and 

U.S. SEALs 

There were, of course, other missions as well. But a note
worthy point here is not how busy GROM's has been since its 
inception, but its high level of operational success. 

From GROM, the men deployed in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom comprised less than five-dozen, but included 
men from the specialized sub-unit GSP (Grupa Specjalna 
Pletwonurhow - special combat group) commonly known as 
"Formoza," specializing in UDT ops. These men, working 
out of the Czemici, took part in maritime interdiction opera
tions for some time prior to the beginning of hostilities. The 
Allied task force based in Bahrain included the Czemici , 
Australian Royal Navy Frigates HMAS Anzac (Fl50) and 
HMAS Darwin (F04), and the American ships U.S.S. Paul 
Hamilton (DDG-60) and U.S.S. Reuben James (FFG-58). 
Hitting the water along side the SEALs, the GROM troops 
switched from interdiction to the crucial work of securing the 
Port at Umm-Qasr at the onset • f hostilities. Umm-Qasr 
would be the pipeline through whir logistical and humani-

tarian support must flow north in support of advancing 
ground troops and the well being of Iraqis who had lost 
necessities such as food and water. It was there that GROM 
troops were photographed working with SEALs, handing 
over EPW taken during the securing of the port and nearby 
oil platforms before they could be sabotaged. This mission 
probably represented participation in their largest operation 
thus far, and although such intimate cooperation among 
international units presents many opportunities for things to 
go awry, interoperability was essentially seamless. 

Such smooth interoperability is about to be tested as 
Polish military forces take charge of nearly 10,000 Coalition 
troops from more than a dozen countries, who will adminis
ter a third of reconstruction-era Iraq, which we will examine 
in more detail in a later issue. 

leadership: The First Element DI An Excellent Elite 
The man who foresaw the need, and who was responsible 

for the solid yet innovative nature of GROM, was its original 
commander, Brigadier General Slawomir Petelicki, some
thing of a military renaissance man. Born in Warsaw in 1946, 
Petelicki was educated in law at Warsaw University, and has 
more than 30 years service in the military and scouting ser
vice. He was an intelligence officer from 1969 to 1990, 
including a top-secret tour in North Vietnam in 1971. He 
spent more than 10 years working outside Poland, including 
a hitch in New York City on counter-intelligence ops, and 
time in Sweden, and working economic intelligence duties. 

Before he was assigned GROM commander, he was head 
of the security department in the Polish Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. In 1990 he formed, and subsequently commanded 
GROM until 1995. In the middle of 1996, he was detailed as 
special representative of the Prime Minister, responsible for 
fighting the organized crime that had burgeoned with the col
lapse of the former communist police state. At the end of 

Continued on page 74 
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I I 
1 What Goas Up the Road - Must Come Back Down 
, I 
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Special Forces operators with their HUMVEEs take a break from chasing Al-Ansar 
guerrillas in the mountains of Iraq near the Iran border - and the area of Halabja, · 

, where an estimated 500 Kurds were gassed years ago by an Iraqi aircraft. The oper
ators were also investigating caves for intel, and searching for evidence of WMD. 

TEXT BY ..J • S . MD S BY 

IMAGES BY 

GREG MATHIESON/ MAI 

Having driven through the teeth of an 
Iraqi mechanized battalion of Republican 
Guards, Team Zulu had pulled off into a 
clearing to get their bearings. Bad intel, 
and a blocking position that didn't, had 
almost spelled the des truction of all con
cerned. As they reloaded and watched 
hundreds of Iraqis closing in, the news 
would get worse. In addition to the f one 
they had just driven through, there was 
more waiting to the north. It wasn't such 
a tough decision to make; those who had 
come up the road would now have to go 
back down. 

As the convoy rolled to a stop in 
the field , everyone immedi
ately started donning their 
body armor and helmets , 

something they had not bothered with 
since they had been in the Army's rear. 
The major running the group FSB and 
the team's captain got on the horn to 
find out what was going on, and get 
some support lined-up. Bill W. started 
tearing-down his temperamental Mkl9, 
the .50 gunners did the same. The 
team's Air Force FAC requested some A
l Os to get on-station. Meanwhile, the 
Iraqis were now quite aware that they 
only had a small, soft-skinned convoy 
on their hands , and started gathering in 
the distance like jackals . 

"I looked across the field and they 
were pouring in from the north," 
recalled Jason D., as he stripped and 
cleaned his .SO cal. "Truckloads of 'em 
started coming in, piling-out, blocking 
the road. Civilians were pulling up in 
POVs and dropping guys off. 'This is 
not cool' I said to myself." 

Just as he got his M2 reassembled, a 
bold enemy contingent fanned out 
across the field in their direction. Bill 
W gave them a searing dose of his now
functional Mkl9 , scattering them and 
sending them scurrying back the way 
they had come. 

Apparently the cause of the weapon's 
problem had been its fragile linkage sys
tem that holds together the belts of 
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40mm grenades. He swapped-out the old can of rounds for a 
fresh one, and the weapon was back in business. 

After some time on the radio , the team's captain called 
everyone together. No, 3rd ID (Infantry Division) hadn't 
cleared either Masayyib to the south, which was obvious at 
this point, or lskandariyah to the north. The A-IOs reported 
nothing but canals and ditches to both the east and west, a 
no-go for the wheeled vehicles of the convoy. 

"Well, fellas," the CO said, "looks like it's back the way we 
came." The group got real quiet and everyone just nodded. 
They reported later that it was odd how calm they were, the 
choice having been made for them by circumstance. "You 
know," the team's CWO told SOF, "it was funny how no one 
was freaking-out on the radio or yelling anything unneces
sary. Everyone just sort of locked-on and the training took 
over, I guess." 

Greg turned to Dave and said, "It's been good working 
with you," shook hands and mounted-up. The group made 
ready to roll back down the way they had come. The pause to 
regroup had lasted little more than an hour. 

For the return trip, the convoy was rearranged with two 
gun trucks in the lead, two bringing up the rear and the FSB 
sandwiched in the middle. This time, they had gunners with 
M240s in the rear of the pickups, where AT-4s had been tied 
to the roll bars. 

"There's always a bit of sting between the A-Teams in the 
field and the B-Detachments with FSB supporting from the 
rear," said Greg, driving the lead gun truck. "But I gotta hand 
it to the guys in the back of those pickups on the way back 
down. It was bad enough riding through that shit storm in 
the cab of a truck, but to stand up there bold as brass in the 
open like that, well, here's loo kin' at ya." 

As they nosed back onto the highway, the crew of one of 
the Toyotas frantically scrambled with their CD player for 
just the right song. They settled on Jesus Christ, Superstar. 
Greg eased his Hummvee out first and floored it. 

"Where The Hell ls That Goddamned A-10?" 
"We had the lightest of the trucks ," Greg recalled. "I start

ed to outpace everyone because they were pulling out onto 
the road. The captain breaks in over the radio and tells me 
I've got to stop. I'm already a good piece down the road and 
I tried to tuck in like a rabbit behind this piss-weak palm 
tree. I'm thinking what asses we must look like when they 
caught up. I was damn happy to be rolling again." 

GPS records showed an alarming speed increase from that 
point on. By the time his gun truck crested the bridge, it was 
going nearly 70 mph. 

"Going up was bad," affirmed the CWO, "But the run 
back down was unbelievable, 10,000 times the amount of 
fire! They had us in a spot and knew it, just waiting." 

As they approached the gas station, it started up again. As 
they cleared the last part of the roadside tree line, clouds of 
tracer came out to meet them. Looking ahead, a large group of 
Iraqis had gathered in front of the gas station. Before anyone 
could even register, Bill W sent a long, arching stream of 
40mm from the Mkl 9 parallel to the lead vehicles and they dis
appeared in a flash of impacts and dust. Like a starting gun, the 
fusillade from the speeding vehicles again cranked-up. 

As the lead truck pulled even with the station, driver Greg 
saw a group of Iraqis sprint away from the spray of 40mm 
that was tearing-up their friends and duck into a large, con
crete culvert, obviously panicked. "I looked over and saw a 
stream of .50-cal. tracer just pour in there after them. Jason 
was just laying it in, no letup," he recalled. "That's one round 
in five , just streaming in. I can't imagine the carnage that 
took place in there. " Without pause, gunner Jason shifted to 
the muzzle flashes blinking from the windows of the station, 
panning the gun as they raced past. 

As the other trucks sped by the station, Dave L. remem
bered thinking, '. 'Where the hell is that goddamned A-10?" He 
needn't have wori:ied. 

As soon as the thought crossed his mind, the lead ship 
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made his gun run , tearing the building apart with its 30mm 
Gatling. At the same time, one of the shells must have pene
trated an underground gasoline storage tank, no doubt at 
least half-full of fuel and vapor. The resulting explosion was 
direct from Hollywood special effects. 

"l will never forget that sight as long as 1 live," he said. 
"The whole place went up , this guy passed over, kicked it in 
the ass and climbed out vertical. 1 was so glad to see that. In 
Afghanistan no one wanted to come down low." 

The convoy raced on , headed for the bridge at break
neck speed. 

Target-Rich Environment 
Halfway there, Greg went neck-and-neck with some idiot 

driving bobtail in the cab of a tractor-trailer rig, who had 
inadvertently bumbled into the situation from a side road. 
Wild-eyed with realization of what was hap-
pening, the driver tried desperately to out
pace the fire-spitting gun truck in his rear
view mirror. "l thought he was going to try 
to block the road but at the last minute he 
pulled off headed east and almost rolled it." 

They had avoided that potential disaster, 
but the chaos of the moment would pro
duce another road hazard; a runaway horse 
and wagon. "Don't hit the fuckin' horse! " 
the Chief screamed as his gun truck bar
reled doW11 on it. 

Again , fate smiled on the Americans as 
the terrified animal bolted and jerked the 
wagon across the road and into the brush, 
its elderly driver hanging on for dear life. 

Then a guy on a dirt bike roared up. 
Almost everyone saw him. Gunning it up to 
the edge of the road, he realized what was 
going down, and laid his bike over in a pan
icked, dirt-spewing 180 as he attempted to 
haul ass. More than one of team remembers _ 

me " runner Greo remembers. "Our eyes met, I leveled-off on , ,, ,, 
him, he leveled-off on me, and he pulled the trigger. Clicli. 
Nothing, a misfire! I'll never forget the look on his face ." 

Greg dropped-hammer and the rocket man never made it 
to the horrible-realization stage. 

Then, Greg's gun truck barreled into the turn and headed 
back south the way they had come. Greg swung around the 
big .50 and started laying fire into the buildings where they 
had first seen the runners in the alleyways. Iraqis had crowd
ed into the courtyards and were sticking their AKs over the 
walls, spraying blindly. 

The rest of the convoy took the turn in a similar manner, 
the haze from Leo's smoke was beginning to obscure the 
scene, masking the vehicles as they thundered through. 
Everyone concerned kept up steady bursts of aimed fire at 
whatever clusters of scrambling Iraqis appeared. They were 

thinking what a ballsy bastard he was and '----'"""'---=
hoping he would make it. But a burst from a HUMVEEs with SF operators near an Iraqi village.near the Iran .border. The Americans 
.50 ended his great escape. also discovered a building where Kurds had been tortured by Al-Ansar Gs by hanging 

them on ceiling hooks. Farther into the mountains they ran across a number of dead 
The lead vehicles continued their put-it- Al-Ansar guerrillas with their ears missing. Somebody got some revenge. 

to-the-floor surge onto the bridge. 
"We looked up as we crested the rise of 

the bridge," gunner Wess remembered. "They were dovm in 
the low ground waiting for us and the berm was swarming -
nothing but muzzle flashes and tracer." Greg's truck was just 
approaching the intersection and about then Leo, the team's 
intel/commo guy, pitched a smoke. In addition to the groups 
on the berm and in the low ground in front of it, another 
group had positioned itself on the other side of the road and 
were trying to erect a barricade across it. luckily, they were 
throwing it up across the way the Americans didn't want to 
go, toward downtown Masayyib. 

About then, mortar-fire and a shower of RPG rockets 
began to rain in. - · 

"I'll Never Forget The Look On His Face." 
Despite their surprise and the amateur-hour, spray-and

pray blizzard of small-arms fire they were throwing at the 
column, a few Iraqis had the presence of mind to snatch-up 
their favored weapon - the RPG. Then, rocket trails started 
to crisscross the roadway. 

"About the time we hit the intersection, I looked down 
and this guy brought up an RPG no more than 20 feet from 

almost clear as Dave, Jason and Jeff's gun truck, ::;~cone! to the 
last, headed into the end zone. 

Just as they started into the turn, three rockets struck 
simultaneously. One sailed across the hood of the Hu1mnvee, 
so close Dave could clearly see it's dull green color. Another 
struck a concrete light pole just as they were passing it and a 
third impacted near the front right tire. The one that took out 
the light pole detonated with such force that gmmer Jason 
was knocked senseless and suffered the effects of concussion. 

The one near the front tire kicked-up the Hummvee, 
already grossly overloaded at 13,000 lbs. , onto its opposite 
two wheels. Somehow, Dave held on and took a Duhes-Of
Hazard-careen, tires screaming so loudly that the lead vehi
cles could hear it over the din. 

Nothing Short Of A Miracle 
"l can't explain the joy l felt when l saw Dave's truck burst 

out of the smoke!" Greg exclaimed. "It was like something 
out of a movie." With Bill, Dave and Chief hot on their tail, 

Continued on page 66 
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Bush Administration 
Blows It In Sudan 

Should Have Sought Military VictDry Over Radical Islamist Terrorists 
Whose Genocidal War Has Killed More Than 2,000,000 People. 

48 

PARTI 
BY JOHN LOFTON 

PHOTOS COURTESY PERSECUTION PRO.JECT FOUNDATION 

"Our enemy is a radical network of terrorists and every gov
e1111nent that supports them." 

- President Bush, State of the Union address, 
21 September 2001 

"We cannot put our faith in the word of tyrants, who 
solemnly sign non-proliferation treaties, and then systemati
cally breah them. We must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt 
his plans, and confront the worst tyrants before they emerge." 

- President Bush, West Point, 1 June 2002 

"To assume this regime's good faith is to bet the lives of mil
lions and the peace of the world in a reckless gamble. " 

- President Bush, United Nations, regarding 
Saddam Hussein's regime, 12 September 2002 

H 
ever there was a regime of treaty-breaking ~e~ror
ists who deserve to be overthrown by m1htary 
force, it is the murderous, genocidal, tyrannical 
Islamists who run the government of Sudan. 
Their crimes-against-humanity dwarf anything 

Iraq's Saddam Hussein ever did. In the jihad/Holy War start
ed and continued by the government of Sudan more than 
2,000,000 people have been killed, 4,000,000 have been dis
placed and 500,000 have been made refugees. As Rep. 
Donald Payne (D - N.].) has noted: The equivalent of these 
numbers in the U.S. population would be 64,000,000 killed, 
128,000,000 displaced, and 15,000,000 refugees. 

just how dangerous to the U.S. are the terrorist thugs run
ning the government of Sudan? Well, on 29 October 2002, 
President Bush himself continued for one year Executive 
Order 13067 which declares a "national emergency" with 
respect to Sudan. This Order says it is to deal, in part, with 
"the unusual and extraordinary threat to the national securi
ty and foreign policy of the United States constituted by the 
actions and policies of the Government of Sudan, including 
continuing concern about the presence and activities of cer
tain terrorist groups." 

Brad Phillips (left), President of Persecution Project Foundation, 
beside a pro-Christian soldier, with his former Soviet-designed 
7.62mm RP-46 company machine gun, in the Sudan bush. 
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And these terrorist groups include al-Qaeda. The Financial 
Times of London (22 March 2002) has reported: "In Sudan, 
there is strong evidence of al-Queda links dating back to the 
mid-1990s, when Usama bin Laden used the country as a 
sanctuary." ln filing its case against Zacarias Moussaoui -
the so-called "20th hijacker" - the United States noted: 
"Usama bin laden and al-Qaeda also forged alliances with 
the National Islamic Front (NIF) in the Sudan .. . for the pur
pose of working together against their perceived common 
enemies in the West, particularly the United States." An 
important point: The radical Islamist terrorists who welcomed 
al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden to Sudan are still in the NIF 
leadership today. 

ln December of 2001, in a statement before the Senate 

Pro-Christian troops (left) readying to move-out, on a stripped
down over-loaded pick-up mounting a heavy machine gun, and 
(right) on-toot, following a briefing. 

Murphy says: "Rahman had become an important supporter 
of the Turabi regime in Sudan, and would become an impor
tant player in Turabi's game plan to export militant Islam ... 
Among the services Turabi performed for the Islamic cause, 
he was instrumental in obtaining Sudanese passports for 
Shaikh Omar Abdul Rahman and the then virtually unknown 
Osma bin Laden." The reference here to "Turabi" is to Hassan 
al-Turabi, the prime architect of Sudan's National Islamic 

Front, the real power behind Sudan's 
President General Omar Hassan al-Bashir. 

In his book Waniors Of The Prophet: 
The Strnggle For Islam (Westview Press; 
1999), Mark Hubbard, the Cairo corre
spondent for London's Financial Times, 
quotes Saleh Kekia, Eritrea's foreign min; 
ister, as saying: "Sudan is a gathering place 
for all the world's terrorists, and they are 
going to destabilize us with any means. 
They have intentions for the whole 
region." Hubbard says this view was 
echoed along the length of the Nile valley. 

Subcommittee on International 
Operations and Terrorism, j.T. Caruso, 
Acting Assistant Director of the FBl's 
Counter-Terrorism Division, listed Sudan 
as one of the countries where, by 1990, 
al-Qaeda "was providing military and 
intelligence training in various areas." He 
said al-Qaeda was headquartered in 
Sudan until about 1996. ln May of this 
same year, FBI Director Louis ]. Freeh, 
testifying about the threat of terrorism to 
the U.S. , before the Senate Committees 
on Appropriations, Armed Services and 
Select Committee on Intelligence, noted 
that Sudan was listed by the State 
Department as one of seven countries 
that were "state sponsors of terrorism , or 
countri es that view terrorism as a tool of 
foreign policy. " 

Brad Phillips with pro-Christian forces 
inside Sudan, where more than 
2,000,000 people have been killed and 
4,000,000 displaced. 

Last, and certainly not least, former 
CIA Director R. James Woolsey, is quoted 
in the Winter, 2003, issue of the Journal 
Of Counterterrorism & Homeland Security 
International, as saying: "Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Sudan and Libya sponsor and 

ln his book Sword Of Islam: Muslim 
Extremism From Arab Conquests To The 
Attack On America (Prometheus Books; 2002) , John ]. 
Murphy, Jr., a military historian who co-authored two confi
dential reports on international terrorism for the CIA, says 
the forces of militant Islam made their dramatic debut in the 
U.S. on 26 February 1993, when terrorists set off a bomb 
under the World Trade Center in New York City. Murphy 
says a Muslim newspaper, the Paris-based Al Watan al-Arabi, 
reported this act of terror was orchestrated by Shaikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman who was "specially ordered by Tehran and 
Khartoum (the capital of Sudan) to carry out offensive oper
ations within the United States." 

"Sudan Is A Gathering Place For All The World's Terrorists ... " 
ln 1989, Rahman was arrested in Egypt for his part in the 

assassination of that country's President Anwar Sadat. 

assist terrorism in one way or another; 
and all five are working on weapons of 

ma,.ss destruction of one type or another. " 
Despite this well-documented involvement of the govern

ment of Sudan in terrorism, President Bush told Congress in 
April of this year that this same government is "negotiating 
in good faith" to end the war they started. Such an assertion, 
however, is preposterous. In an interview, Smith College 
Professor Eric Reeves, who has worked for the past five years 
as a full time researcher and analyst on Sudan, says: "It's a 
historic fact that since 1989 Khartoum has never, ever kept 
any signed agreement. They have violated at least a dozen 
consequential agreements." 

And Khartoum has shown anything but "good faith" 
regarding the current "peace" negotiations. A case in point: 
the vehement rej ection, in mid-July, 2003 , by Sudan's 
President Omar al-Beshir of a proposal presented to him by 
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the Kenyan-based mediators known as the Inter- practicing it internally against its own people. " 
Governmental Authority On Development (IGAD). This was A truly astounding and disgraceful example of such 
a proposal which a State Department official tells me had appeasement are the comments of Secretary of State Colin 
been agreed to by all parties, including the U.S., as a valid Powell who said, in late May of 2001, at a press conference 
document to discuss , a proposal this official says was in Nairobi, Kenya, about the bloody conflict in Sudan: "We 
painstakingly put together "after a lot of shuttle diplomacy are not against any side. I'm not trying to express pleasure or 
by mediators going to the South, North, many conflict areas displeasure toward anyone. " 
- all over the place for weeks." And State Department spokesman Richard Boucher has 

So, what did President Beshir say about this "peace" pro- made statements just as idiotic. On 22 February 2002, the 
posal? He said that if it was insisted on, "let IGAD and those New Yorh Times reported the State Department was suspend-
behind it go to hell." He demanded that the Kenyan media- ing its efforts to mediate a peace in the war in Sudan to 
tors "come up with a reasonable alternative, otherwise they protest a rocket and machine gun helicopter attack by the 
have to dissolve the document in water and drink it. " Calling Sudanese military on about 4,000 civilians gathered at a food 
Bashir's intemperate outburst "abundant diplomatic impu- distribution site in the village of Bieh in southern Sudan. 
dence," the publication "Africa News" (7/21/03) observed: This attack murdered 17 people. Catherine Bertini, executive 
"Apparently Mr. El-Bashir doesn't want peace. " director of the UN's World Food Program (WFP), said this 

Well, no. President Bashir is not a man with whom one was the second such attack in less than two weeks. On 9 
would normally associate the word "peace." Writing about him February 2002, a Sudanese government airplane dropped 
in his book The Islamic T11reat: ,--,,.,,.,,.----,.....,,.--- - ...--,.----===--------= three bombs on the toW11 of 
Myth or Reality? (Oxford; 
1999), john L. Espos ito , 
Professor of Religion and 
International Affairs and 
Director of the Center for 
M uslim-Christian 
Understanding at George-town 
University, notes that after 
three years of democracy in 
Sudan, Bashir seized power in 
a military coup in 1989. His 
government then "suspended 
parliament and all political par
ties; imprisoned leaders of the 
major religiopolitical parties." 

Akuem, an area where the 
WFP has just finished distrib
uting food to 18,000 people. 
Two children were murdered 
by this attack. 

And there are numerous 
other examples of a lack of 
"good faith" by the govern
ment of Sudan. Professor 
Reeves says they have "wildly 
violated" the 4 February 2003, 

Troops take a break to read SOF. RPO light machine gun is typ
ical of arms captured from government forces. 

Incredibly, in response to 
these blatant acts of terror, 
the Ti.mes paraphrased Powell 
mouthpiece Boucher saying 
that they "have raised ques
tions about the government's 
seriousness in seeking 
peace! " Boucher is quoted 
directly as saying, presumably 
with a straight face: "We have 
asked for an explanation of 
how one part of the govern
ment can negotiate with the 
United States an agreement 
to end attacks against civil-

agreement to surrender all areas taken since the cessation of 
hostilities agreement signed 15 October 2002. This agree
ment specified no redeployment of significant assets. And 
Khartoum grounded the Civilian Protection Monitoring Team 
(CPMT) from 7 March to 11 April 2003 , "a huge violation" of 
a signed agreement, according to Reeves. 

Why was the CPMT grounded? The UN's Integrated 
Regional Information Network (7 April 2003) quotes 
Muhammad Ahmad Dirdeiry, a spokesman for the Sudan 
embassy in Nairobi, Kenya , as saying that Sudanese intelli
gence had discovered that the CPMT was verifying alleged 
violations of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities. 
Therefore, the Sudanese government "denied it permission 
to verify such violations." Thus, the reason the government 
of Sudan wants to stop the CPMT from doing its job is obvi
ous - because the government of Sudan wants to continue 
terrorizing and murdering innocent civilians. 

But, sad to say, instead of confronting these murderous 
lslamist tyrants, and doing battle to defeat them , to liberate 
Sudan, President Bush and his State Department have sought 
to have them sign a "peace treaty" even going so far as to say 
they are negotiating in "good faith. " As Brad Phillips, 
President of the Persecution Project Foundation, observes 
correctly: "The State Department has been accommodating 
and appeasing an evil regime that's exporting terrorism and 

ians while another part of the 
government is deliberately targeting civilians. " 

Well , let me see if I can help you out here with an expla
nation, Mr. Boucher. One part of the government of Sudan can 
"negoti.ate" about "peace" while slaughtering innocent civilians 
because the government of Sudan is nm by lying, terrorist-1mir
derers who are not negotiating in good faith! Wahe up, please! 

Or, as Anthony Shadid, Cairo correspondent for the 
Associated Press, puts it a little more gently in his book 
Legacy Of The Prophet: Despots, Democrats, And The Politics 
Of Islam (Westview Press; 2001): The Islamists in Sudan 
"[say] habitually one thing in English to the West (that they 
supported democracy, that they sought coexistence with the 
Christian world and that they saw religion as having no role 
in the war in the south) and another thing in Arabic to their 
own people (that Islam was the answer ... and that the war 
in the south was a jihad." 

"Good Faith" Ambiguous? 
A State Department source working on the Sudan issue 

says, yes, Professor Reeves is correct; the government of 
Sudan has violated every agreement ever signed. But, this 
individual - who will talk only on the condition that he is 
not named - says this time "things are different." When 
asked how the government of Sudan - this time - is show
ing "good faith," he replies, with a sigh: "That's an ambigu-
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ous term really, to try to determine what that really means. 
Good faith means that there's a good attitude or at least a 
good sense that both sides are making progress. There are a 
lot of ways to measure if that's happening." 

One of the important things the White I-louse and State 
Department could have done to severely cripple the ability of 
the government of Sudan to continue waging war is do every
thing possible to stop foreign oil companies from operating 
in that country. Such sanctions would include denying these 
foreign oil companies access to U.S . capital markets. 
Representative Spencer Bachus (R-Ala.) , who has sponsored 
legislation to do this, says: 

"Oil is fueling the Islamic government's war of genocide 
and enslavement against Christians and other religious 
minorities in the Sudan. Under our laws, if an American 
company operates in Sudan, they are fined and their offi
cials can be thrown in jail. But we now allow foreign com
panies to operate there without penalty ... we must do all 
we can to stop it." 

Among the foreign oil companies operating in Sudan are: 
The China National Petroleum Company (CNPC); Lundin of 
Sweden; Petronas of Malayasia; Aus'tria's OMV; and France's 
TotalFinaElf. Randolph Martin, Senior Director of 
Operations at the International Rescue Committee, has esti
mated that oil from southern Sudan is earning the govern
ment of Sudan "well over a million dollars a day." In a report 
for the European Coalition On Oil In Sudan, Diane 
deGuzman notes that one of the reas9ns the government of 
Sudan bombs and strafes civilian populations in the south is 
for the express purpose of clearing these areas so oil-drilling 
work can start or continue. 

On the Web page of the China N<1tional Petroleum 
Company, its President, M;i Fucai, says about his company: 
"We ... strive to promote the harmonious P,eveloprnent of 
society." The Petronas Web page says this company is "a 
responsible corporate citizen" that seeks "a better quality 
of life ." And the Lundin Web page says it is a "socially 
responsible" company with "high standards of corporate 
citizenship. " But, by helping finance the war being waged 
by the government of Sudan these countries have the blood 
of hundreds of thousands of innocent people on their 
respective hands . 

And make no mistake about it. Millions of dollars in for
eign oil company revenues are helping the government of 
Sudan continue this brutal slaughter. Africa Confidential 
quotes Sudanese Army spokesman General Mohamed 
Osman Yassin as saying, on 30 June 2000, on the anniversary 
of the National Islamic Front's 1989 coup, that "thanks to its 
growing oil industry" Sudan was "manufacturing ammuni
tion, mortars, tanks and armored personnel carriers." 

But, incredibly, despite the overwhelming evidence that 
foreign oil company revenues are fueling the mass murder 
being committed by the government of Sudan, the State 
Department adamantly opposes any legal sanctions to deny 
these companies access to U.S. capital markets. In testimony 
before the House International Relations Committee on 5 
June 2002, Walter Kansteiner, Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs, said, in effect, to those who care about 
this issue: Drop dead! 

Repeatedly, Kansteiner made it clear he was "very 
opposed" to what he called "political interference in capital 
markets." He said he has gone all over Africa telling political 
leaders "please divorce politics from your economic policy." 
He added: "When you start interfering directly in your capi
tal markets, you're playing with fire." This caused an out-

raged Rep. Tom Lantos (D-Calif.) to reply: "Are you living in 
this world, Mr. Kansteiner? 

As for playing with fire , Lantos added that, no, what we're 
playing with here is "slavery" and "the death of millions of 
people." To which Kansteiner replied that the oil revenue 
question is one "to be negotiated." He said passing laws to 
deny foreign oil companies operating in Sudan access to U.S. 
capital markets is "a detrimental precedent" that would send 
"all the wrong signals . .. around the world." But this is per
nicious nonsense. What is "detrimental" or "wrong" about 
sending a signal to the world that you will be denied access 
to American capital markets if you're a foreign oil company 
whose revenues are funding a genocidal, terrorist, war 
against innocent people? 

Also outraged by Kansteiner's appalling comments, Rep. 
Tom Tancredo (R-Colo.) wondered if there was any action so 
heinous that it would cause him to favor denying a foreign 
company access to U.S. capital markets? For example, sup
pose there had been a company selling the gold teeth of vic
tims from the Nazi death camps? Would it be appropriate to 
deny this company access to our capital markets? 

Kansteiner ducks this specific question saying only that he's 
sure there is some action that might make him approve deny
ing a foreign country access to our capital markets. But, on the 
particular issue of what's happening in Sudan, "this isn't it." 
Amazing, no? As previously noted, in a war started and con
tinued by the government of Sudan - and made possible by 
foreign oil company revenues - more than 2,000,000 people 
have been killed, 4,000,000 have been displaced and 500,000 
have been made refugees. But, for Walter Kansteiner this is not 
a sufficient reason for legally cracking down on these compa
nies and denying them access to our capital markets! 

In one of the great understatements of the century, Rep. 
Chris Smith (R-N.J.) says he finds Kansteiner's position as 
"odd" since the government of Sudan "is exploiting our mar
kets to procure money that is then used directly to sustain 
and even expand the killing ... this oil-facilitated military 
machine continues to expand. We all know that this war was 
c:it a stalemate, may have even ground to a halt a few years 
back, until the massive infusion of oil revenues got the 
Khartoum government off its life support militarily ;md now 
is a very potent military machine." 

When President Wilham McKinley refused to rush to war 
with Spain because the American ship the U.S.S. Maine blew 
up in Havana Harbor on 15 February 1898, Teddy Roosevelt 
accused McKinley of having "no more backbone than a 
chocolate eclair." But, whatever has replaced the spine of 
Walter Kansteiner makes a chocolate eclair, by comparison, 
seem like tungsten steel. 

Next month, in Part 2 of how the Bush Administration blew 
it in Sudan: The Big Lie about there being no slavery in Sudan; 
how Islam is the motivating force behind this genocidal slaugh
ter; and the truth about the possibility of a military victory in 
this war-torn nation. 

Persecution Project Foundation's contact information: P.O. 
Box 1327, Culpeper, VA 22701; tel. 540.34 l .8578; toll-free tel.: 
1.888.201.5245; fax: 540.34 l.4722; e-mail: injo@persecution
project.org; website: www.persecutionproject.org. 

john Lofton has been a commentator on the Mutual Radio 
Network and a Presidential campaign advisor to Pat Buchanan. 
Currently, he writes a monthly column 011 the Federal bureau
cracy for Howard Phillips' Conservative Caucus. ~ 
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NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
•College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
•Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
• "Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
•Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! 

IDuvMAIL 

S24.95 
Cash, Check, Money Order. 

Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 U==:~;;!::!:::!:!~:!ll 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 

One of SOF's all-time best-selling I-shirts 
is back. Due lo popular demand, we 
have reprinted the shirt that shows the 
Rhodesian Army recruitment poster form 
the 1970s. Printed in black and red on 
white quality 50/50 shirt. 

$15.00 
Each PLUS $4 S&H for first shirt; 

add $1 S&H for each additional shirt. 
Specify design & shirt size: 

Sizes: M • L •XL XXL (add'I $2.00) 

Send Check/MO/MC/Visa To: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 

Boulder, CO 80303 
Order Online: www.sofmag.com 

MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or lull-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 

experts. Taught by former mili- 111111111 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. ~~~..,~~NI 
The only course of its kind, the IH~N~i!!lll~~I 
unique Global Schoof of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE OETECTIVE. 

• BDlJs 
• Ta<:tical Gear 
• IVlilita1y Boots 
• Police Gear 
•Knives 
•Holsters 
• Kid's Millta1y Clothing 
• Military Tee-Shirts 



MADE 
IN 

THE 
U.S.A. 

'.·COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
WI FREE TRAUMA 

. PLATE 
AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 
Also Available Level Ill & IV 

Steel & Ceramic Plates 
Inter-American 

Security Products, Inc. 
E-Mail: interam@gate.net 

· Shop on line: www.interamer.com 

> 
T~LEPHONE LISTENING 
.: DEVICE WITH 
.. ··. 12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
artswered, records both sides of phone conversa
tiq'n, Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99,95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
de\tice separately $19.95 + $2 sh ip. 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1/2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

Fo r',comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.:p. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 

From the makers of the Bionic Ea r~ Silver 
Creek introduces the DetectEar®- this ain't 

your grandmas listening device. 

DetectEar® $495.00 
Bionic Ear & Booster®$169.95 

1-800-533-3277 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 

~ 
Siluer Creek 

INDU STR IES 

P.O. Box 1988, Manitowoc, WI 54221 

•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

•METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

•STUN GUNS 
And much, 
much more .. . 

TAMIAMI INTERNATION AL 
EQUIPMENT, I N C. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph : 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 

E-Mai l: tamiami@gate.net 
Shop online: www.tamiamiarmor.com 

BACK by popular demand ... 

The Soldier Of Fortune 

Polo Shirt 
New and improved with red 

and white embro idery on 
bl ack 100% preshrunk 

cotton polo shirt. 

Ava ilable in MED. - XX.XL 
Black shirt only 

M•L•XL $25 2X•3X $27 
r----------------------- -----------------------
1 ORDERING INFO Circle Size Quantity Pri ce Sub Tota l 

SEND Check/MO/MCN isa : #PS001 SOF Black Polo Shirt M L XL @ $25.00 

SOLDIER ti~ FORTUNE I #PS001 SOF Black Polo Shirt XXL XXL @ S27.00 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. AS l Shipping & Handling: $4 /1st item; $1.50 each add 'I item. Sales tax may apply. 

Boulder, CO 80303 : NAME: ....._T_O_T_A_L ___ -F;:;;;::;;c-: 
: ADDRESS: ____________ _ ORDER TOLL FREE: 

8DD·BDD·763D I CITY: STATE 



MARKETPLACE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per 
insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. 
Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v, •. • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): 
.$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word; abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. 
Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail 
plassified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept. , 5735 
Arapahoe Ave. , Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 888-811-8009; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: tcham· 
bers19@cox.net NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete 
or change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements 
for personal services, including 'will do anything' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets 
for a fee mu$t send sample (non-returnable). 

BOOKS & PUBLIC JIONS 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog 
$3.00. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconfield, 
Quebec, Canada, H9W 5TS 

BECOME A PUBLISH!:D AUTHOR. Company 
with 80-year tradition of quality seeks manu
scripts. For free author's guide to subsidy pub
lishing call Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695-
9599. 

HOCK HOCHHl;IM'S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 
Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGA;!:INE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 817-581-4021. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 

DOGS 

AMERICAN PIT BULL TERRIER: The ultimate 
i:;urvival companion . These dogs are known for 
the loyalty, intelligence, and courage. www.mor
gankennel.com (352) 457-3003. 

EQUIPMENT 

GAS MASKS: PROTECT YOUR FAMILY 
AGAINST nuclear, biological, and chemical 
attacks. Various sizes, Civilian ($39.99) and 
Military ($69.99) models available. Made in 
Korea. For details contact Rachel at (718) 729-
4066 or gutlove51 @aol.com 

FREE WHOLESALE CATALOG M-18 air 
lasers, 600,000 volt stun guns, 500,000 volt 
stun batons, expandable batons. www.lalawen
forcers.com or phone (509) 457-9033. 

EVENTS & REUNIONS 

PAPAGO MILITARY VEHICLE SHOW, swap 
meet, Jan . 17-18, 2004, Arizona National 
Guard, 52 St & McDowell , Phoenix, AZ . Info 
(602) 840-5019, www.armytrucks.org 

INTERNET RADIO 
WWW.MARKSCOTTSHOW.US Mark 
Scott Show - Excelsior! Internet Talk Radio. 
U.S.M.C. - SEMPER Fl. show time: 9am to 12 
noon EST. Rebroadcast starting at 12 noon EST. 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES 

MILLER MILITARIA GALLERY: Civil War to 
WWII daggers & swords, guns, medals, 
badges, caps, helmets, leather, etc. More than 
500 rare and guaranteed original items in excel
lent to pristine condition. Visa/MC accepted 
http://. millermil itaria.com 

SELF-DEFENSE 

THE TRUTH - Lightning Fast Invisible Striking 
SECRETS! Proven instantly devastating to ANY 
attacker. +CuttingEdge Knife Attacktics. Lethal 
Striking before they can even blink! FREE 
report and Bonus Tape! Tollfree: (866) 946-4378 
or (412) 691-0095. 

SURVEILLANCE 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection , 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 

FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT TRAINING: 
Three day course in bail contracts, fees and 
national operations. National certification upon 
completion. 815-675-0260, N.l.B.E., PMB 268, 
Chicago , IL 60657, www.N IBE @Bounty
Hunter.net 

CORREPONDENCE COURSES & MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills. Weapons. Tactics. 
NBC. More. Catalog $5.00, llPD/ACCP, Box 
1237, Alpine, TX 79830. 

WEBSITES 

FOR ONLY $25/month you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 10 
words right here. (No additional dis· 
counts apply.) This is a great way to 
get out the word on your site! 

SAFARI SNACKS: Big game meat sticks. 
Alligator, wild boar, caribou, kangaroo, ante
lope, etc. Great gift ideas. 
www.safarisnacks.com 1-866-723-27 48 

www.surviviilexpert.com - Thousands of sur
viva l tricks from the REAL SURVIVORS. 
Anytime, Anywhere! 

TACTICAL KNIVES: stainless steel knives you 
can afford to collect. www.afreeknife.com 

SURVIVAL SCHOOL: Complete wi lderness 
basic and advanced training cou rses. 
www.weteachu.com 

http://store.yahoo.com/stuff-4-g uys. Stuff 
guys want, bikini contest.what else do you 
need? 

YOUR OWN eMEDIC & eDISPENSARY; natur
al health & ready tonics @ www.computerl
ynx.neVelixiroflife 

BAYONETS, MAGAZINES, BARRELS: 
www.baconcreekgunshop.com 

www.asc-security.com Anti-terrorism, 
Homeland Security Risk Analysis and 
Assessments, Background Investigations, 
Complete Personal and Business Security 
Consulting 

" US MILITARY" Garno & Personal Equipment, 
Survival , Black Ops Gear. www.olcnet.com 

www.TheAmericanSoldier.com Tactical and 
assault gear, boots, military gear, equipment, 
Army surplus 

www.crosshairsecurity.com - Providing 
lasers, stun guns, pepper spray, spyware, 
videos, self-defense products and much more. 
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It's 
5 1/2 11 

tall! 

Put those spare sharp objects to use 
with this functioning "voodoo" 

pin cushion. As the caption reads: 
"If by chance you find a pin, here 's an 

Osama to stick it in ". 

Name: ------ ------
Address: 

----------~ 

Phone or E-mail: 
~-------~ 

Quantity: _____ _____ _ 

Total enclosed: $ _ _______ _ 

Send check or 
money order to: 

Little Eva Ink 
P.O. Box 27 
West Haven, CT 06516 
eva ink@aol.com 

www.ironcrossmilitaria.com • Iron Cross 
Militaria quality WWII German Reprodocuctions 
e-mail sales @ironcrossmilitaria .com 

www.SpyBargains.com SURVEILLANCE 
PROFESSIONAL'S CATALOGUE, $20. 
Microtron, P.O. Box 2240, Wheeling, WV 26003 

CIVIL WAR, WWII , western guns, rifles , hand
cuffs, badges. www.collectorsarmory.com 

PHOTO ID CARDS, 50 states. 1-$3.00, 2· 
$5.00, 3-$7.00. www.idquik.com 

GUNS: Colt 1911 , CZ75 , Python , .44 magnum, 
no license required. www.maxarmory.com 

BODYARMOR, custom made, all levels, 5 day 
delivery. 1-954-568-1480 www.maxsell.com 

REALISTIC MILITARY TRAINING YOU CAN 
AFFORD. Check us out at www.praetorian
international.com 

1-615-516-7915 
www.Iarryrameyknives.com 

1st-Protection.com 
Void Where Prohibited 

Orders over $50 Free Shipping 
www.1st-protection.com 

Al ice Gear, Flight Gear, Police, Survival, 
Black Ops, US Mil. Kni ves, Camping, 

-.•.i.-~"'-M Night Camo, Hel mets & Boonie Hats! 
Online Catalog, www.olcnet.com 

2 Bucks fo r Print Catalog 10 OLCSF, 
POB I 6 I 8, Alamogordo, NM 883 I I 

www.civilwar2061.com Future civil war board 
game which involves defending and conquering. 

e THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 

www.heathconner.com 

" US MILITARY" CAMO & PERSONAL 
Equipment, Survival , Black Ops. 
www.olcnet.com 

WWW.ARMYBOOTCAMP.COM: Basic 
Training Survival and success in the US Army. 

WWW.PROTECTIONSPECIALIST.COM. 
We provide Personal Protection Services, 
Antiterrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY, COUNTER· 
TERRORISM issues , homeland security 
& intelligence. Subscribe. 
www.homelandsecuritynews.net 

BUCKSHOT'S CAMP. Survival Snares, 
Videos, Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights , 
Gill nets. www.buckshotscamp.com 

v SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag.com. 

• Did this get your attention? How about • 
and v ? These are dingbats - add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

The Anarchist Cookbook .............................. $30 
Who Are You? Encyclopedia/Personal l.D•.$45 
How to Get Anything On Anybody• .............. $40 
The Whole Spy Catalog• ................................ $45 
The Outlaw's Bible ......................................... $20 
Identity, Privacy, and Personal Freedom* •.. $40 
The Paper Trip Ill Master Guide to New ID .. $29 
l.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully lllustrated •... $25 
The Modern Identity Changer:~ ..................... $20 
Screw the ..... ! Divorce Tactics for Men ....... $20 
The Revenge Encyclopedia .......................... $25 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction .. $15 
Home Workshop Professional Lock Tools .. $22 
The Poor Man's James Bond Vol . #1 • .......... $39 
Poor Man's James Bond #1· #4, CD·Rom ... $50 
Granddad's Wonderful Book I Chemistry* .. $45 
THE COMPLETE FS BOOK CATALOG ........... $2 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 
EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $4 Per Book 
And Allow 3·5 Days For Delivery. •Because 

Of Weight, Double The Shipping Rate On 
Books Marked • Books are sold to adults only 
for educational purposes in accordance with 

The 1st. Amendment of the Constitution.There 
Is A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 

All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

http://www.fsbookco.com 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 

Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 

CC Orders 24hr. 1-916-577-1226 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 
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PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
quality laminated 
photo cards w ill 
amaze your associ
ates ! We provide the 
cards, plastic lam i
nate and easy 
instructions ! You pro
v ide only a photo . 
Your photo card can 
be fin ished in the pri 
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinctive, professional 
system I The highest 
quality cards in the 
US ! Lost your origi 
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! co1 Press ID 

1111111 MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING . 

D C01 Press ID D C68 Fugitive Recovery 
I D C04 Bounty Hunter D C72 Special Agent 
I D C10 Concealed Weapons D C131 lnt'I Drivers Lie. 
I D C11 Private Investigator D C133 Federal Security I 
I D C13 Special Investigator D C140 Network Admin. I 

D C17 lnt'I Drivers Permit D C142 Terrorism Specialist 
I D C31 Travel Agent D C143 Webmaster 
I D C34 Personal ID D C201 Bai l Bondsman 
I D C51 Special Operations D C203 Bail Enf. Agent 
I 0 C60 MAC-V (CIA) D C211 Security Enf. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
I 500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71106 
I Orders (888) 642-0007 · Gust Serv. (318) 688-1805 

Fax (318) 688-1367 www. nles.com 
I Name: _____________ _ 

I Address: ____________ _ 

I City/Slate/Zip: ------------
1 Credit Card: ____________ _ 
I Exp. Date: ____________ _ 

.. ~o ~G;,,co~R ~AT!_Q(~,!3~ 0!,"R~ W!H ~RS,!.0'!,ER;.. 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! • 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A~ I 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST ANO EASY. I 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS I 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR I 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. : 

fQB SOME VERY REVEAL/NG INfQRMAT(QNI I 
1 QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S1 1 

\ P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 ; 

---···········--------------------··-
BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 

INSIGNIA & ACCESSOR,ES ETC 

•SAS 
oRAF 

o PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
• GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $8.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O . Box 14 
Pegram, TN 37143-0014 

BUSHPILDT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O . Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095 -8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

e a DETECTIUE 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure everyday. 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge, State approved. 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO 

www.detectivetraining .com 

11ll11)0M COUNTllY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fi shing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, beac ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at : 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE' 

ATIENTION SOF SUBSCRIBERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses avai lable to carefully screened 

companies to send announcements of their 
products and services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mailings and want 
your name on our subscriber list only, please write 

us, enclosing your mai ling label. 
Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Attn: Customer Service 

P.O. Box 348, Mount Morris, IL 61054 

The Besl World Wide Web Site Dea ling in original Third Reich Mililaria. 
Averaging 1200 Items. For calalog please send $5.00 lo: Brant Murphy, 

P.O. Box 455, Coniler, CO 80433 • 303-816-4888 
Or visit : www.thirdreichdepot.com 

Sf)I~ BACK ISSUES 
Many Class ic Issues Still Available! 

www.sofmag.com 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

'

Haye a life of intrigue
1 excitement, adventure. 

Learn from the REAL 
1,__.....,...._ ____ ___, experts: 

Investigation· Surveillance. Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 

State Approved • Diploma Awarded 
Free Brochure! U n i t ed States Academy 
Call Or Write of Pri va te l nves t i g_a ti o n 

I (310) 657-6333 I s e~e~1 8i'iJ 1~ 1 PAl~bi 1 3 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 I 9-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
Wes t Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency · PI Academy · Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 i11 vestigatio11- surveillance 
counterm easure products, books & videos I I 

SEND $3 FOR 12-PG. COLOR CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

BAGWELL 

Need NEWID? 
C:REDIT·PRIVAC:Y • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity • Credrt •New SSN 
• ID by mail• College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

DO YOU BUY SOF ON 
THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 
magazine with our GUERRILLA 

MARKETING PLAN 

V Is SOF racked with gun magazines 
at your local newsstand? If you find 
it there, move it into the military 
magazine section. 
V Is SOF hidden at the back of the 
rack? Move it to the front! 
V Can't find SOF at your local 
newsstand? Please ask the store 
manager why he/she isn't car
rying SOF. And thanks! 
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Hunt The World 
with Thomas A. Hunt 

Personally 
arran.g ing the 

finest, affordable 
adventures 
worldwide 

Hunting, Fishing, 
Adventure Travel, 

Photographic 

North America, New Zealand 
Australia, Canada, Mexico, Asia 

Specializing in Africa 
with complete safaris.fi-0111 $2495. 

Call today for a list of discou111ed trips. 

Phone 508-543-0294 
E-mail: hunttheworld@juno.com 

SEN D Check/MO/ MC/ Visa To: 
SOL D IER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapahoe Ave .. Ste . A5 

B o u lder, CO 80303 

Advanced Technology 79 Laser Devices 78 
Archangel 65 Matt Fury 34 
Artkis North America 65 Maxsell 31 
Barrett Firearms 10 Military Book Club 18-19 
Best Made Designs 67 Neal Cooper 75 
Bradley's Military 7 Muscle Products 33 
Bushmaster 79 NIC Law Enforcement 56 
Bush rag 80 Omega Tactical 64 
Carroll Media 77 One Stop Knife Shop 74 
Chase Durer C4 Otis 3 
Cobb Industries 32 Paladin Press 5 
Corgi 73 PPA Int. 32 
Crimson Trace 77 Red Wolf Airsoft 12 
OS Arms 80 Silver Creek Industries 53 
Down Range Sports 15 Silverman's 53 
Eagle Industries 23 SOG Sales 69 
Eden Press 52 Southern Ordnance 77 
Fobus USA 68 Starline Brass 70 
GB Media 71 Steve Arnold's Gunroom 78 
Global School Inv. 52 Sure-Fire 9 
Gunsite Academy 80 Tactical Assault Gear 25 
Hellstorm 13 Tamiami Int. 52 
Hurley & Withington 29 TCI C2 
Hydrastorm C3 That's the Point 64 
Inter-American Security 52 Trijicon 72 
Iron Wolf Ent. 11 USI Corporation 53 
Jonathan Ciener 53 Wiggy's 33 
Jungle Toy 80 7.62 Design 74 

$15.00 
#T014 "Let's Roll" XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided M L XL @ $15.00 

#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#TOOB SOF Covert Ops (green) M L XL @ $15.00 

#TOOB SOF Covert Ops (green) XXL-XXXL @ $17.00 
#T009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) M L XL @ $15.00 
#T009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) XXL-XXXL @ S17.00 
#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#T001 MPS Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXL @ $17.00 
#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 
#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

Shipping & Hand ling: $4 /1st item; $1.50 each add 'l llem. Sales tax may apply. 

NAME: TOTAL ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 ADDRESS: I 

CITY: STATE: _ ZIP: ___ ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS I 
1 • o r ORDER ONLINE AT www. s o f m a g.com " 1002· SOldief~f;:-~;r1m11 1•.itmM11. 

L------ ---- ------ ---------------------------------
PHONE: EMAIL: FOR DELIVERY I 

---------------------------------------------~ 
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F 
or nearly three decades, 
SOF has gotten some of 
its best stories from 
troops or "participatory" 

reporters with a rifle in one hand 
and a camera in the other. During ~ 
the "last" Gulf War, the SOF ~~--
Photo Contest was a resounding 
success, and once again we invite those deployed to the vari
ous sandboxes and mountain lairs of the Middle East and the 
jungles of the Philippines fighting tyrants and terrorists, to 
take their best shot - and send it to SOF. 

Ma11y thousands of dollars worth of premier guns, optics, 
knives and gear await the top winners - but to win, you have 
to enter. (NOTE: Photos can also be submitted on behalf of 
deployed personnel (with their permission), by their at-home 
J amilies and friends.) 

Entries can be on any subject, and will be judged 
for action, artistic properties, human interest, tech
nical merit or a combinatio11 thereof. Decisions of 
the judges are final. 

Each submission needs to be accompanied by 

SO~'s 
• Enduring freedom 
• Iraqi freedom 

·South Asia 
PW OTO 
CONT~ST 

the basic who/what/when/where of what's in the photo. All 
submissions must have the name and address of photogra
pher (preferably on the item) to be returned, and all winning 
photos, except as noted below, become the property of SOF 
magazine. We can accept prints, slides or digital images on 
CD (please do not write on the back of prints with ball
point pens). 

SPECIAL CLASSIFICATION: Special awards will be 
given to combat photos taken by GI Combat 
Photographers. (NOTE: As photos taken at government 
expense by personnel whose MOS is "photographer" or 

, "historian" are in public domain, SOF will lay no claim to 
ownership of such winning photos. All photographs sub

mitted by GI photographic personnel, must have been 
cleared for publication.) 

Because the necessities of ongoing campaigns have 
caused various tour extensions for troops , we decided the 
fairest thing for all entrants is that the SOF Photo Contest 
be extended as well. The contest will now close and judging 
of entries will commence on 1 January 2004. If you have 
entered the contest and subsequently have a PCS, please for
ward your new address to us . If you have a permanent point 
of contact Stateside, it might be a good idea to include that 
with your submission. (NOTE: If we loose track of you due to 
a PCS, and your award notification is returned to us as unde-
1.iverable at the address you gave us, we will have no choice but 

to make the award to the next-best entrant). 
The decisions of the contest judges 
are final on all matters . 
Submissidns should be sent to SOF 
Photo Contest, 5735 E. Arapahoe 
Avenue, Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 
80303, and must be received by 
Christmas Eve, 2003. 

Keep your heads down and your 
cameras rolling. 
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I st Through I 2th-PLACE winners will divvy up thousands of dollars worth of top-quality rifles, pistols, wrist-watches, 
scopes, binos, leading-edge combat gear, fine cutlery, ammunition, top-flight firearms training, books and SOF subscriptions 
and T-shirts. 
13th Through 30th-PLACE honorable mentions will receive one-year subscriptions to Soldier Of Fortune Magazine. 

Special Cannon-Cocker's Award for the best of any of the above awards that show arty (including AA and MRLS) will be, in 
addition to the other prizes, a red-white-and-blue miniature firecracker safety cannon by Loose Cannon Company. Other spe
cial-class awards to be announced. 

See below for a partial catalog of the cornucopia of prizes, and watch subsequent issue of SOF for two-page spreads show
ing all prizes and listing all the awards. 

SOF would sincerely like to thank the sponsors who have given their generous and patriotic support to our men and women in uni
form by donating prizes of ''The Right Stuff" for this contest. This good-as-it-gets gear is a suitable "Thank You" to our troops who have 
given the very best of themselves. 

Rrmalite Special Operntions Forces .308 Carbine 

Himber Tactical Custom 11.45 Pistol 

Bushnell 10x42MM Binos and 
20-60x6SMM Trophq Spotting Scope 

Gerber Legendarq Blades Silver 
Trident™ Combat Dive/Utilitq Hnife 

Gerber Multi-Plier® 600 

Gunsite Trnining Course 

Black Hills Rmmunition 

Chase-Durer Special Forces 
Rir Combat Team Watch 

Blackhawk S.T.R.l.H.E. Gear 
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RTRH Bush Blade/Survival Hnife. and 
TRH Batlle Blade Bq Ontario Hnife Co. 

First Samco AR handguards. mag 
couplers. mounts and accessories 

Paladin Press 
Books Giff 
Certincate 

Eagle's RangerR H-Harness Camelback Compatible Hqbrid Harness 
Eagle's LRP-Force Alice-Compatible Pack 

Eag1e·s R-111 Zippered Frnmeless Pack 

Cold Steel SHH Hnives 

PLus MORE: Sp~derco Combat Folders. 
Firecracker Safet~ Salute Cannon. SOFT-Shirts 
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Two Descendants 
Of The Queen Of 
1911-Type Pistols 

'° 
orld-renowned for his many outstanding small-arms designs, 
John M. Browning continues to live on in his timeless .45 ACP 
caliber Model of 1911 pistol. Now less than a decade short of 

being a century old, the pistol that is Browning's finest hour is more pop-
ular than ever before. However, as great as Browning's first 1911 was, the 
many refinements made to that pistol through the years are what has kept 
it so popular. 

Although relatively new in the world of 1911-style pistols, one of the 
foremost, cutting-edge developers of the system continues to be Para
Ordnance Mfg. Co. , Inc. , of Canada. Well known for its major design 
advancement of the 1911, in 1986 Para-Ordnance pioneered the high
capacity magazine system for the pistol that no one else had thought of 
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attempting. Most important, it worked! 
Using state-of-the-art production methods and the finest 

materials, Para-Ordnance's President and Chief Designer, Ted 
Szabo, not only designed and created a high-capacity maga
zine, but also a slim-line frame to house it. The result was a 
1911-style pistol with a 14-round magazine and a grip that 
was only a fraction of an inch wider than John Browning's 
original design. Called the P-14, Para-Ordnance's original pis
tol is not merely a high-capacity version of the Model of 
1911, but also incorporates a number of improvements over 
Browning's original gun - not the least of these being the fir
ing-pin safety system as used in the standard Colt 
Government Model, but Para-Ordnance's improvements didn't 
end there. 

Available in all-steel, or with a frame of lightweight air
craft alloy (9 oz. less), Para-Ordnance pistols also use an 
improved sear design that provides a markedly improved let
off. In addition, a Commander-style hammer has been stan
dard on all models. 

Supported Chamber 
Instead of the two-piece feed ramp that has been used in 

original style 1911 pistols for more than 75 years, Para
Ordnance designed and produced a feed ramp of one piece. 
Integral with the barrel, this feed ramp is similar to that used 
in the 9mm Browning P35 Hi Power pistol, and most modern 
pistols since then. Not only does the one-piece ramp provide 
a single plane for more reliable feeding, but also gives better 
support to the web area at the rear of the cartridge case. A 
hallmark of Para-Ordnance pistols, this feature is only one of 
the many selling points of these guns. 

Following the introduction of Para-Ordnance's full-size P-
14, the company introduced its 16-round .40 S&W caliber P-
16, probably the most comfortable shooting .40-caliber 
autopistol ever. The company then moved toward more com
pact versions in .45 ACP such as the P-12 and P-13 models. 

With their shorter grip sections, these pistols magazines hold 
12 and 13 rounds, respectively. 

The Queen of 1911s 
While the P-12 is similar in size to the Colt Officer's ACP 

pistol, the P-13 has a slide group the length of the Colt 
Commander, with a grip frame the same length of the 
Officer's ACP. However, since it has a high-capacity maga
zine well, the P-13's magazine holds 13 rounds of .45 ACP 
ammunition. The result is a marriage of what I always 
thought was one of the best ideas nobody ever seemed to 
think of, combining the Commander slide group with the 
Officer's ACP frame. 

I was so enamored with Para-Ordnance's P-13 pistol that I 
sent mine to Wayne Novak in the mid-1990s to have it cus
tomized. One of the custom features I wanted on the pistol 
was a set of Novak Ghost Sights that I had designed. I still 
consider that P-13 to be one of the finest 1911-style pistols in 
the world, the Queen of the .45s. 

New light Double-Action 
After almost two years of research and development, Ted 

Szabo perfected a double-action system for Para-Ordnance pis
tols the likes of which the world could never have imagined. 
Called the light Double Action (LDA), this new DA-only 
design may have created a 1911 pistol for all seasons, combin
ingjohn Browning's perfection with what is probably the most 
advanced double-action system ever. Here's how it works. 

Using what amounts to a two-piece hammer system, the 
LDA has an inner hammer and an outer hammer, the latter 
looking like a conventional 1911 Commander-style hammer 
from the outside. Even though both the hammer sections ride 
on the same axis pin, and are interdependent, only the inner 
hammer is directly connected to the mainspring, and it acts 
semi-independently from the outer hammer. When the Para
Ordnance LDNs hammer is pushed to the rear by the slide it 

carries with it the inner hammer, and 
cocks it. Never staying in the rear, 
normal cocked position, the outer 
hammer follows the slide forward via 
its own light torsion spring, leaving 
the internal sear element of the inner 
hammer fully cocked. 

Unlike the standard sliding 1911-
style trigger, that of the LDA rotates 
on a cross pin through the frame sim
ilar to that of the Browning Hi Power. 
The reach to this smooth, rounded 
trigger is about the same as that of 
the standard long 1911 trigger pre
ferred by most shooters. Connected 
to a draw bar instead of the Model 
19ll's conventional trigger yoke, the 
LDNs trigger also has its own torsion 
return spring. 

Disassembly was pretty much a cinch using just the polymer bushing wrench supplied with 
each gun. 

Located on the right side of the 
magazine well, the draw bar necessi
tates a short portion of the right rail 
being removed. Nevertheless, both 
heavily reinforced ends of the stan
dard rail are retained, and the ends 
have always been the most important 
part of the rails of any auto pistol. On 
the rear of the draw bar is a raised 
portion that serves as the disconnec-
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Para-Ordnance Tac-Four and CCW LOA Stainless 

Caliber: .45 ACP 

Velocity: 900 fps 
Operation: Browning short recoil, semi-automatic, double

action only 

Barrel Length: 5" 
Overall Length: 7-5/8" 

Weight: (Tac-Four)35 oz. 
(CCW) 34 oz .. 

Feed Device: (Tac-Four) I 0-shot, or 13-shot box magazine 
(CCW) 7-shot magazine (or any 1911 magazine) 

Safety: Thumb safety, grip safety and firing-pin safety 
Sights: (front) Dovetailed combat blade with white dot 

(rear) "U"-notch drift adj. for windage 

Grips: (Tac-Four) Checkered black polymer 
(CCW) Large Diamond checkered coco bolo with 
gold-plated medallion 

Finish: Brushed stainless steel 

.45 ACP brass flies as Gil 
Angelotti puts the Tac-Four 
through some routine drills. 

tor when the slide travels rearward over it to cam it down
ward. Next to the draw bar is a redesigned lever to activate 
the firing-pin safety. 

When the LDA's double-action trigger is pulled it causes 
the outer hammer to move to the rear against the relatively 
light pressure of its torsion return spring. The result is an 
unprecedented smooth and light double-action trigger pull 
that culminates with the draw bar reaching the sear. Here, a 
slight continued pressure trips the sear to release the pre
cocked inner hammer component. The inner hammer now 
rotates forward taking the outer hammer with it to fire the 
pistol. Thus, the outer hammer cocks the inner hammer, and 
the inner hammer carries the outer hammer forward. 

Three ( + 11 Safeties 
With the LDA's hammer in its normal forward position, 

the thumb safety can be applied to prevent the pistol from 
being fired. Here the trigger can be pulled, but nothing hap
pens, as the drawbar is disconnected from the outer ham
mer. Only with the thumb safety down in the FIRE position 
is the pistol operational. The grip safety and firing-pin safe
ty perform similar functions as on a conventional 1911-style 
pistol, but the grip safety goes a step beyond. If the grip safe
ty is not fully depressed, the outer hammer is locked for
ward, preventing any action within the gun other than 
removing the magazine. 

In addition to the thumb, grip, and firing-pin safeties, the 
longer travel of the trigger serves as an additional safety. 
Having to press the trigger through a full double cycle before 
a pistol can fire is in itself a form of safety mechanism, as not 

only is the trigger farther from sear contact, but it also gives 
the operator more time to change his or her mind to fire. If 
you're thinking that all true double-action handguns have this 
feature , you're right. Revolvers fired by double-action have 
always been considered safer than those fired by single
action. 

The Queen In LOA 
Now Para-Ordnance has introduced what amounts to a 

custom version of its P-13 in LDA. Called the Para-Ordnance 
Tac-Four, this new stainless-steel beauty comes standard with 
a number of custom-grade features including a hammer spur 
and grip safety that are both totally bobbed. It also comes 
with Para-Ordnance's combat sights, both of which are dove
tailed into the slide, and a full-length recoil-spring guide-rod. 

Although the Tac-Four is issued with a post-ban 10-shot 
magazine, it comes with a coupon that allows the new 
owner to purchase two pre-ban 13-shot high-capacity maga
zines. This is an unbeatable deal, but while Para-Ordnance 
is the only producer of a true double-action 1911-style pis-

tol , the company no Longer offers 
only wide-body high-capacity LDA 
19 llstyle pistols . 

A Single-Column LOA Queen 
Having introduced a number of 

stainless-steel custom-grade LDA 
1911 pistols with single-column 
magazines during the past two years, 
Para-Ordnance unveiled a new ver
sion along with the Tac-Four. Called 
the Para CCW, this new .45 ACP pis
tol is apparently a companion to the 
Tac-Four, as other than its single-col-
umn frame and checkered coco bolo 

grips with 24-karat-gold-plated Para medallion, it mirrors it. 
Along with its Commander-style slide group, the CCW has 
grip frame dimensions that are identical to those of the Colt 
Officer's ACP pistol. However, the CCW comes with a maga
zine that holds seven rounds of .45 ACP ammunition. Oh, 
yes, while the Tac-Four comes with vertical serrations on the 
front strap, the CCW is smooth. Like the Tac-Four, the CCW 
comes with a full-length recoil-spring guide-rod, but without 
a high-cap magazine coupon, as it will accept virtually any 
1911 magazine, and a variety of compact size grips . 

Crimson Trace laserGrips 
Speaking of grips, I tried Crimson Trace's new compact 

size LaserGrips on the Para-Ordnance CCW LDA and they 
worked perfectly. Designed for Officer's ACP-size frames , 
these checkered grips are wrap-around in front with a master 
ON/OFF switch and pressure pad on the left side. With a 
powerful, but petite Laser diode at the top of the right grip , 
the Laser beam is about 3/4" away from the center of the bore 
at 5 o'clock, and is fully adjustable. Just a slight amount of 
pressure with your normal grip will activate the Laser that is 
visible out to 300 + yards in the dark. 

Disassembly 
Fieldstripping the Para-Ordnance Tac-Four and CCW 

LDA pistols is almost the same as for standard single-action 
Para-Ordnance pistols , but for three important differences. 
After removing the magazine and making sure the chamber is 
empty, allow the slide to go forward. Now, using the barrel 
wrench provided, depress the recoil-spring plug, turn the 
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B'-'Y this book. 
It justl might ~elp you 

save a life. 
Now you can own the same book 
used by our Special Forces Combat 
Medics around the world-in the 
most extreme conditions. Why 
should you own it? Because it is the 
most credible single source of med
ical and emergency information to 
be found, written in plain language, 
by over 90 experts! 

The book is packed with 680 
pages of information and detailed 
illustrations on hundreds of topics, 
covering just about every medical 
condition or emergency you can 
think of, plus vital diagnostic infor
mation on chemical, biological and 
radiation poisoning. 

Manufactured from synthetic 
paper, the book is practically inde
structible. It's also compact, easy to 
use, and even waterproof! 

Free CD-Rom Included! 

The SOF Medical Handbook 
includes a companion CD-Rom 
version with expanded information, 
color illustrations and videos. 

What will you do the next time 
you or a family member is in trou
ble? Can you always depend 
on outside help? Be prepared! 

Call toll-free today: 

1-800-778-3101 
or order at www.sfhandbook.com 

To order by mail, send $69.95 + $9.95 S&H to: 
That's the Point, Dept. SF031 1 
PO Box 4459, Downey, CA 90241 
CA residents add sales tax. 

barrel bushing counter-clockwise in 
order to free the recoil-spring plug, and 
allow the plug to come out under the 
strong pressure of the recoil-spring (use 
caution in letting the plug out slowly). 
While twisting the recoil spring, pull it 
off the guide rod and out of the slide. 

Now, while depressing the grip safe
ty, retract the slide until the disassem
bly notch on the left side is lined up 
with the protrusion on the upper rear 
of the slide stop. Then push the slide
release pin out from the right side of 
the frame to the left and remove it. Now 
pull the slide group off the front of the 
frame and remove the recoil-spring 
guide-rod from the rear. Finally, rotate 
the barrel bushing clockwise and 
remove it and the barrel as normal. 
Although the pistol can be further dis
assembled, its mechanism is more com
plex than that of a standard 1911-type 
pistol, and such disassembly should 
not be attempted other than by a 
trained armorer. 

Reassembly of the LDA is in reverse 
order with two exceptions. The inner 
hammer must remain cocked even 
though the outer hammer remains for
ward. If the inner hammer has been 
uncocked during disassembly, re-cock 
it by depressing the grip safety and 
bringing back the outer hammer manu
ally and releasing it to go forward. Also 
make sure the front end of the double
action draw bar is engaged with the 
trigger. Then, while depressing the grip 
safety and replacing the slide on the 
frame, make sure the firing-pin safety 
lever is pushed down to allow the slide 
to pass over it. 

Shots Fired 
Both our sample Tac-Four and CCW 

LDA pistols performed flawlessly and 
recoil was mild, especially with the 
Tac-Four with its wider grip. Both guns 
produced 5-shot groups of about 3" to 
4" hand-held at 25 yards. Both pistols 
were comfortable to carry in a Milt 
Sparks Nelson Classic holster. 

Is The LOA for Everyone? 
So what's the big deal with the Para

Ordnance LDA? Well, it's certainly a 
more user-friendly pistol, and with its 
hammer down far less debris gets into 
the pistol's mechanism. It's also simpler 
than a conventional 1911-st-yle pistol 
for some users, and for many, it's poten
tially a safer pistol. 

Ordinarily used as a straight pull
through to fire, the LDA's trigger can be 
staged for longer-range shots calling for 
great accuracy. This is accomphshed by 
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simply taking up the slack of the long, 
smooth first stage, and stopping just 
before the sear is tripped. This is a fea
ture found on no other autopistol that I 
know of, and is found only on some 
double-action revolvers. While many 
1911 fans will prefer to stick with the 
more conventional Para-Ordnance sin
gle-action models, the LDA will certain
ly appeal to those who want a true dou
ble-action rendition of this design, 
especially when it's the best double
action autopistol in the world. In my 
opinion, that's just what the LDA is. 

Next f rum Para-Ordnance 
What can we look for from Para

Ordnance in the coming year? While I've 
been sworn to secrecy on one exciting 
new LDA development, I can tell you 
about another, and that is a new extrac
tor. Because Para-Ordnance is dedicated 
on preserving the original appearance of 
the 1911 pistol if possible, this new 
extractor is not external as is now in 
vogue, but has the benefits of an outside 
extractor. Consisting of a sub-assembly, 
this extractor unit is assembled into the 
pistol as usual, and provides not only a 
wider, more robust extractor, but also 
one that will allow the slide to be closed 
on a chambered round. 

If you're in the market for an 
advanced 1911 pistol in the most 
advanced double-action system you've 
ever seen, check out Para-Ordnance's 
new LDA family. For information, con
tact Para-Ordnance Mfg. , Inc. , Dept. 
(SOF), 980 Tapscott Rd., Scarborough, 
Ontario, Canada MlX 1C3; (416) 
297-7855. 

To heep your Para-Ordnance and the 
rest of your guns, JOIN THE NRA and 
VOTE! ~ 

Crimson Trace Lasers, Dept. SOF 
8089 S.W Cirrus Dr. 

Beaverton, OR 97008 
800-442-2406 

Milt Sparks Holsters, Inc., Dept. SOF 
605 East 44th, #2 
Boise, ID 83714 
208-377-5577 

Novak Design, Dept.SOF 
P.O. Box 4045 

Parkersburg, WV 26104 
304-485-9295 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI-TERRORISM CONFERENCE 

3 Day Training Conference on: 
Dimensions of International Terrorism 
Now Confronting America 

March 9-11, 2004 in Golden, Colorado 
Sheraton Denver West Hotel & Conference Center 
Conference Room Rates Available 

Sponsored by Archangel Corp., a non-profit NGO, assisting 
government and humanitarian agenc ies working against 
terrorism. Speakers are from high ranking positions in military, 
federal government & law enforcement from Russia, Israel, 
Great Britain and U.S. 

This conference is exclusively for government, military and law 
enforcement personnel. Private security professionals considered 
on a case by case basis with appropriate references. 

To register call toll free in US 1-877-ANTl-TER or 303-215-0779, or via Internet at 
antiterrorconsultants.com . Early reg istration discount offered. Academic cred it 
toward Certificate in Special Anti-Terror Operations available. 
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Ambush In Iraq, Part 2 
Continued from page 47 

they sped out of the main kill zone and past the outskirts of 
town. The worst was over and the convoy pulled in to an 
abandoned compound to assess their damage. The whole 
thing hadn't lasted more than an hour and 15 minutes, 
including the hour to regroup in the field . No one had been 
wounded. 

"It's nothing short of a miracle," Chief commented. "I 
have never in my career seen such a volume of fire and no 
one got hit. " 

It was true, no one had been hit. Not one of the SF troop
ers had so much as a scratch, except for Jason's ringing head. 
The vehicles, however, were another story. As the guys 
walked around counting holes, their amazement grew. The 
LMVT, largest of the group , was a rolling wreck. After pulling 
into the compound and shutting it down, it refused to start 
again, its engine pouring oil onto the dusty ground. In the 
driver's side door, two bullet holes were found that straddled 
the driver's leg perfectly, one in front, and one behind. Had 
one of those rounds hit him it would have produced a ghast
ly wound. The bed of the vehicle was riddled and fuel leaked 
freely from the drums inside. No one bothered to count the 
holes, they were too numerous. Why the fuel hadn't explod
ed, no one will ever know. 

With the lighter vehicles, it was the same story, although 
they remained operational. Few of the Toyotas had any win
dows left, but they ran. In the one that the major com
manding the FSB had been riding in, pieces of an RPG rock
et tail fin had sheared-off and embedded in the dashboard. 
The rocket itself had skipped in the passenger side window 
and across the steering wheel before sailing out the driver's 
side glass. 

In the bed of another one of the pickups, they discovered 
that one of the AT-4 anti-tank rocket tubes was empty. Tied 
crossways to the roll bar, a machine-gun round had appar
ently entered the rear of the tube and set it off, sending the 
projectile sailing off to God-knows-where. "I guess that's 
what knocked me down," the operator who maimed the 
machine gun in back commented. In the hailstorm of ord
nance, no one had even noticed. The gunner had gotten right 
back up and had kept firing. Bullet holes were found all over 
the bodies of the other vehicles. 

or did the gun trucks escape damage. On Wess', a round 
had skipped-off the hardened glass of the left rear passenger 
door. Had it penetrated, it would have hit his driver square at 
the base of his skull. The various holes through the hood and 
truck bed elicited no comment in light of that. In Greg's 
truck, what appeared to be a .SO-caliber round had plowed 
through the 5-gallon metal fuel cans lined-up across the back. 
It continued through the tailgate and another row of fuel 
cans, finally disintegrating inside the spare tire. Had it pene
trated, their Air Force Forward Air Controller would have 
been killed instantly. 

The little Blockin11 Position That Didn't 
As the group stood by inspecting their vehicles and trying 

to figure out how they were going to get the LMVT running 
again, they looked up , horrified to see another U.S . convoy 
driving past, rolling straight into the hornet's nest they had 
stirred-up. The blocking position that had waved to them as 
they drove through was still apparently not bothering to 
block. This time, however, the convoy was from a rear-eche-

Ion maintenance unit who had been sent that way to recover 
a broken-down trailer. Someone had passed them some bad 
information, as well. 

While some of the team raced towards the road screaming 
at them to stop , Greg jumped into a Toyota and tore-out of 
the compound, cutting-them-off as they approached the edge 
of the town where the whole mess had started. The very, very 
grateful group of mechanics fixed the team's LMVT that night 
and departed the next day, thankful to be alive. Had they dri
ven into the hot area they would have been massacred. A 
severe tongue-lashing was reserved for the Bradley crews 
who had so utterly failed to do their jobs. 

It later transpired that what they had ran into was no mere 
group of Iraqis who were waiting for the Americans to come 
and round them up. The unit that the team had driven 
through, and severely mauled, was none other than the 14th 
Mechanized Infantry Brigade of the Medina Republican 
Guard Division. Had they continued north to Iskandariyah, 
they would have encountered the 2nd Armored Brigade of 
the same di.vision and no doubt been wiped out. As it was, 
they believe that they had driven through at least a full bat
talion, posted to guard the bridge. 

Train Hard - Play Harder 
Since that day, the team has gone over the events in their 

minds again and again, trying to make sense of the event and 
how they had survived. 

"The only conclusion I can come to is training," Jason 
commented as he looked out across the river running past the 
team's safe house near Baghdad. "Over and over again. 
Failure drills and instinctive shooting. In the end, I guess it 
was a bunch of dudes pouring-out effective fire, doing a job 
they train for almost every day on the one hand, and amateur
hour by the Iraqis on the other. " 

Gunner Greg, also one of the team's medics, stated, "Like 
we said , they were like a bunch of deer in the headlights and 
we beat them to the draw. It sounds cliched, but it really did 
boil down to violence, speed-of-action and surprise. We 
push so hard in training. We're all PT studs; we do shooting 
drills at the range and burn up thousands of rounds of 
ammo. We practice and keep our wits about us. It's not 
because we're some kind of super soldiers. It's because we're 
senior soldiers. Every guy in this team has an average of 12 
years active duty." 

There is truth to that statement. While the Iraqis , for the 
most part, appeared to simply spray with their weapons, for
saking aimed fire for blind luck, the Special Forces operators 
had utilized controlled fire. It left a telling mark. A Battle 
Damage Assessment team (BDA) had later returned to the 
area and estimated that the Iraqi's brush with the team had 
cost them more than 262 soldiers killed. No one knows how 
many perished later from wounds. 

The Special Forces soldiers referred to in this article are 
sometimes ca lled upon to do counter-terrorism worh of an 
undercover nature. In order to protect their identities, first 
names and middl.e initials only have been used. As was point
ed out to this journalist, "If I'm ever captured, my cover story 
about being a medic in the lOlst .isn't going to hold up real 
well when they pull out a copy of ·Some magaz ine with my 
nam.e and picture in it. " We t·han"fi the readers fo r their 
understanding. 

Freelance war correspondent ].S. Mosby has witnessed and 
participated in conflicts from the BaLhans to Baghdad. ~ 
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The War In Iraq\- What Worked ... 
Continued from page 17 

soldiers shed their green fatigues and slipped into the civil
ian population where they are currently carrying-out guer
rilla attacks on convoys with deadly effect. Since the enemy 
changed uniforms, it was extremely difficult to tell who 
were the bad guys at ranges farther than 100 meters. For 
that reason, Yeo suggests Marine riflemen should have optic 
sights of at least 3X mounted on M-16s. Some grunts 
showed this reporter 4X Weaver scopes they bought at Wal
Mart before they deployed to Iraq. 

A Confidence-Builder 
One of the great success stories coming out of the war was 

the Ml6A4, the so-called West Coast "SAM" rifle. The Squad 
Advanced Marksman rifle with a fixed 4-power ACOG sight 
enabled Marines to identify targets at long distances under 
poor conditions, while at the same time, quickly identi~1 tar
gets in room-clearing environments. Paired with AN/PVS-14 
night-vision equipment, SAM was AWESOME. Distribution 
among battalions varied. One battalion received six; other bat
talions received one per ritle squad. Regular Ml64As with no 
optics were sent to theatre to replace Ml6A2s. However, they 
arrived too late to be distributed and are now stored in Kuwait. 

The SAM rifle not only built confidence, but it was a force
multiplier. On the first day or use, a Pfc. made two, 1,300-
yard hits on a man-sized target. In the hands of expert marks
men, this weapon was used very effectively on the battlefield. 

Night-vision equipment was another bright spot. Operators 
would like to have one set of night-vision goggles [NVGS] per 

man, but would settle for one set of AN/PVS-l 4s per fire team. 
The AN-PAS-13 was amazing. Operators were able to see 

clearly out to 10-plus kilometers under good conditions; and 
nearly 8 kilometers in mild dust. Operators were also 
impressed with ANIPVS-l 7B and C models of night-vision 
equipment. They particularly liked the red-clot reticle for 
point-and-shoot capability. 

Selected individuals also carried SMAWs and AT-4s slung 
over their backs. But the Shoulder-launched Multipurpose 
Assault Weapon was the "weapon of choice" when it came to 
reaching out to 500 meters and destroying light armor, 
bunkers or concrete buildings. Echo Co. assault teams fired 8 
to 10 rockets at various types of enemy positions with deadly 
results. By having a specific person designated to employ the 
SMAW, it was used more frequently than the AT-4 which was 
only fired by someone who had received previous training. 

While conducting operations in An Nasiriyah, and later in 
Al Kut, Echo Co. came up against an enemy that was hiding 
in houses and buildings. The company had all the lethal 
hardware it could carry, but went into town with only rifle 
butts and fists . No non-lethal weaponry. 

"When the enemy discovers he is outclassed in conven
tional weaponry and urban tactics," writes Captain Yeo, "he 
may resort to using unarmed personnel to capitalize on our 
lack of non-lethal weaponry." Yeo believes units like Echo Co. 
need to receive training in non-lethal weapons as part of their 
MOUT training. The urban-warfare training towns at 
Quantico and Camp Lejeune also need to reflect reality. 

Lieutenant WA. Hefty, commander of 3rd Platoon, Echo 
Company, says the layout or MOUT TOWN is all wrong. 
Wide streets with curbs are nowhere to be found in Iraq. 
Instead, E Co. fought in narrow streets and alleys. 

Tactical Accesso 
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Travel Light 
Most of the sweeps Echo Co. made in lraq were conducted 

in daylight with temperatures ranging from 80 to 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Second lieutenant Michael Jones, commander of 
1st Platoon, says these clearing operations left his men 
exhausted after three to four hours. One of the main causes 
was the load each Marine was carrying. Jones says the initial 
problem is caused by commanders, including platoon com
manders, demanding that: Marines be prepared for all scenar
ios. But Jones says all a Marine needs is water, ammo, and 
breaching tools. The fanny pack should be used to carry only 
leather gloves, a pair of socks, chem light, 550 cord, baby 
wipes and not much more. Marines should also carry a field 
ration in a cargo pocket to eat on the move. By lightening their 
load, Jones says, the combat-effectiveness of Marines is 
increased greatly with increase stamina, maneuverability, and 
mental sharpness; all keys to survival in urban warfare. 

Arty Is Still King Of Battle 
Cannon-cockers from the 11th Regiment rired the first 

rounds of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM at 1700Z [2000 
hours Eastern Time] on 20 March in response to Iraqi cross
border mortar fire. The regiment responded with two battal
ions [1/11 and 2/11] firing-for-effect against the Iraqi 51st 
Mechanized Division and Iraqi Ill Corps artillery defending 
the Ar Rumalyah oilfield just inside Iraq. 

I remember rolling up to the Kuwait sand berm and 
watching rounds leave 198s off to the right side of my pla
toon leader's HUMVEE. It was like the Fourth of July finale 
on the National Mall, in Washington, D.C. 

lieutenant Colonel Fred Padilla, commanding officer of 

1st Bn, 5th Marines, saw firsthand what the M198 batteries 
did to the Iraqis. 

"I came upon an enemy mortar position that has been hit 
by Arty. All that remained was a red mist that stained the 
sand," wrote Padilla in his journal that he provided to this 
reporter. He also saw various body parts scattered around the 
desert floor, grim evidence of what 155mm artillery shells 
could do to human beings huddled below in bunkers, trench
es and gun pits. 

Bad weather and poor visibility on 20 March prevented the 
Third Marine Air Wing from flying more than a handful of 
close-air support [ CAS] missions, but Major General James f 
Amos, commanding officer of 3MAW, says when the weather 
cleared, his F/A-18 Hornets and AV-SB lls hit the enemy hard. 

The aging Harrier jump jet must have some longevity 
genes from the venerable B-52. The original AV-8Bs have 
undergone many upgrades since it was first introduced in 
1985. It now has a lightning 11 targeting pod to deliver 
GBU-12 [500-lb. laser-guided] and GBU-16 [1,000-1b. laser
guicled] bombs with pinpoint accuracy. 

Amos told SOF about a mission he flew one night over 
Baghdad. "I looked clown from 23,000 feet and saw an Iraqi 
soldier half-in and half-out of a truck doing a tuneup. He and 
the truck disappeared when I put a bomb down his hip pock
et," said Amos. 

Some of Amos' aviators also dropped laser-guided 500-
pound concrete practice bombs on high-dollar targets in 
urban settings such as Baghdad. 

"Had we dropped a 500-pound MK-82 series 500-lb. 
[dumb bomb] on the target, we might have missed and killed 
civilians. If we hit the target, collateral damage from the blast 
could have been heavy," Amos told SOF after briefing a 
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THE HISTORY CHANNEL® Presents 

Your model will arrive in a 
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In 1968, the powerful and dependable M48A3 tank played 
a major role in "Operation Pegasus," relieving the Marine 
Corps garrison at Khe Sanh in South Vietnam. This tank was 
particularly effective as a forced entry tool in heavy assaults 
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remarkably intricate replica of this classic American battlefield weapon. 
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Marine Division. It even includes the bat symbol painted on the searchlight, 
reddish mud on the treads, a canvas cover around the gun tube, 40mm 
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stacked jerry cans hanging from the turret sides and 
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explode prematurely. Order today-your s~ti~ ction is 
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Thunder from the Tatras 
Continued from page 43 

1997 he was re-appointed GROM com
mander and subsequently promoted to 
Major General eight months later. He 
served until the fall of 1999, when he 
was sacked by Special Services 
Coordinator Janusz Palubicki over 
"abnormalities" in GROM operations. 
Although such accusations were never 
proven, such high-profile charges at a 
man in a low-profile position effective
ly ended his career as leader of the 
capable elite he had founded and built. 
In 2000 he was named "Gentleman of 
the Year," and he presently serves as 
President of the Foundation of GROM 
Former Members. He is an honorary 
member of the 5th and 10th Special 
Forces Groups. He holds numerous and 
substantial military awards. 

Major General Marian Sowinski was 
GROM commander between 1995 and 
1997. Colonel Zdzislaw Zurawski was 
commander from 1999 to 2000. 

Then-Lieutenant Colonel Roman 
Polko was appointed GROM comman
der in 2000 and still serves in that 
capacity as a full colonel. An intense 
but reserved individual, Polko was 
commander of the 18th Air Assault 
Battalion of the 6th AAB. He was also 
commander of the Polish-Nordic 
Battalion that served with KFOR in 
Kosovo. He is a graduate of the U.S. 
Army Ranger school. 

Laurels 
On their return to Poland 21 May, 

Colonel Polko reported to the Prime 
Minister that, "the combat unit has 
completed all its sea operations and 
special land operations and suffered no 
losses during the actions." Prime 
Minister Miller responded that, "we are 
proud that Poland has such soldiers, 
that the Republic has such soldiers who 
are able to perform the most complex 
tasks on the modern battlefield." He 
also noted that thanks to the exemplary 
performance of GROM, Poland has 
gained a great deal of prestige. "There 
were not many of you in Iraq," he told 
them, "but the advantages Poland has 
gained are huge." 

Recognition and prestige that is well 
deserved, we might add, and a straw in 
the wind of what we may expect from 
Polish participation as they administer 
and provide security with an interna
tional force for a third of Iraq, during 
the nation-building stages of the 
Coalition's activity. ~ 
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(above) Some of the weapons stash confiscated from a rural warlord. 
The weapons were in disrepair, with some just boxes of parts. Our 
trusty local gunsmith succeeded in recovering nearly 40 weapons, @ 
$15 (U.S.) each). 
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(below) Five Dashika machine guns (12. lmm) captured by ODA 
2025 during a raid on a suspected Taliban arms cache: These 
guns, among many other weapons, were a jumble of parts in boxes 
and crates before our gunsmith rebuilt them . 
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Guns Of Jllghanistan 
Continued from page 24 

For one-hundred to two-hundred dol
lars one can buy an 1850s' percussion
cap Br itish Enfield muzzleloader. Or 
BSA (Brit ish Small Arms Co.) or 
Tower. Or 1860s' and '70s' models 
Snider-conversion breechloaders , too . 
Martini rifles from the 1880s. Or older 
model flintlocks. 

In the same shops one can find a 
variety of sabers and lrnives that are 
hundreds of years old. For pennies to 
the dollar for what they are worth in 
the United States. It's capitalism in its 
purest sense - supply and demand -
as American Gls want antique 
weapons to bring home, and the 
Afghans want the Gls' money. In the 
natural order of things, of course, the 
prices of the weapons are going up , up 
and up. At the same time, with the 
Americans' demand for the antiques 
high, so, too , is the number of forger ies 

Staff Sergeant Dean instructs a soldier of 
the ODA 's militia force on the operation of 
a Chinese-made Dashika machine gun. 
The gun was among the many the ODA 
seized in raids on hidden Taliban arms 
caches, and subsequently employed with 
its own Mobile Reaction Force (MRF), the 
hundred-strong militia the ODA equipped, 
trained and led during its seven-month 
deployment to Afghanistan. 

Master Sergeant Terry fires a Chinese
made SGM - called a "Gerrod" by the 

1 
locals - during range-training with the 
ODA 's MRF. A wide variety of Chinese and 
Soviet weapons and ammunition were cap
tured by the ODA in raids on hidden Taliban 
arms caches. 
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put up for sale as real. 
Rifle forgery comes in two forms. 

The first is the blatant manufacture of 
the rifles today, making them appear 
to be old and used. The second is the 
original forgery of the rifles back in 
the 1800s, when the Afghans would 
get a real British rifle and make copies 
of it. For the most part, these hundred
years-old fakes can be spotted because 
of the incorrect stamps in the metal. 
Illiterate to begin with , or familiar 
only with the Arabic alphabet, the 
Afghan forgers had a difficult time 
with the English letters and numbers. 
The Enfield marking on a fake , for 
example, commonly has an "m" for the 
"n" in Enfield or has the "n" or "P' 
backwards. Often, also , the stamped 
date might be correctly written, but 
shown as the date on the Muslim cal
endar - not ours. 

It's buyer-beware on Chicken Street, 
but one can't really go wrong, even with 
the fakes . An 1862 Enfield hung above 
the mantle at home in the U.S. , whether 
it be real or fake , still looks the part and 
draws a conversation. As for the sabers, 
swords and knives , except for the 
World War I-era bayonets, there are no 
stamped dates on them, which makes it 
difficult, if not impossible , to place 
each in a year, let alone a century. One 
has to just go by what looks good and 
suits one's tastes. 

As American Gls with plenty of 
money and little to spend it on, (yep, 
no booze sold in the PX, or allowed) 
American troops are buying-up the 
antique weapons and taking them 
home, and as SF teams throughout the 
country are uncovering and destroying 
numerous caches, perhaps someday, 
unlike the stars in the sky, every gun in 
Afghanistan will be accounted for. 

On second thought, that's not like
ly. First, because the society is closed, 
with a deep-rooted thousand-years' 
distrust for foreigners , and one is 
never going to be told everything or 
let in on every secret. Second, because 
Afghanistan is a warrior/warlord cul
ture in which physical power is most 
valued, and that power can be most 
easily be obtained, maintained and 
wielded with weapons. Guns. So they 
shall always be in Afghanistan. 
Everywhere. 

Next month: "Blowing It Up. " ODA 
2025 destroys hundreds of tons of 
munitions. 

Since 1978, Paul Avallone has served 
with the 7th , 12th ancl 20th SFGA. ~ 
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Bulletin Board 
Continued from page 14 

border-crossers to drop their weapons. 
The two intruders threw their weapons 
to the ground. Back-up arrived and the 
two intruders were taken into custody. 
When searched they were found to pos
sess regular Mexican Army identifica
tion. Their identities and status as 
Mexican Army soldiers was confirmed 
by the Mexican government. The U.S. 
Attorney of the West Texas District 
refused to prosecute, and the Mexican 
soldiers (and their assault rifles) , were 
turned over to Mexican government 
officials for repatriation to Mexico. 

-Rob Kratt 

Chechen Suicide 
Attacks To Continue 

After the 5 July Chechen separatist 
suicide bombings at a Moscow rock 
music festival that injured about 60 
people and killed at least 1 including 
the two female suicide bombers, more 
attacks are feared. Terrorism experts 
say there is no longer any doubt that 
Russia is facing a Palestinian-style 
struggle with Chechen separatists. The 
rock festival bombings were the latest 
in a series of deadly attacks by female 
suicide bombers, aka "black widows," 
in and around Chechnya, which have 
killed nearly 100 people since January. 
The attacks show that more mainstream 
separatist leaders, such as onetime 
Chechen president Asian Maskhadov, 
can no longer control more radical mil
itants and marks the latest, dangerous 
phase in the fracturing of the Chechen 
rebel movement. Russia withdrew its 
forces from Chechnya in 1996 - leav
ing it with de facto independence -
after a disastrous 20-month campaign, 
but then the Russian Kremlin sent 
troops to Chechnya in 1999 in its sec
ond post-Soviet campaign to crush the 
armed separatist movement. The new 
suicide-bombing tactic reflects growing 
frustration among Chechens that the 
decade-long conflict continues. Russia's 
Interior Ministry is now stepping up 
security measures in Moscow, boosting 
the number of police patrolling the 
streets and at public gatherings. It also 
plans to increase the number of spot
checks on roads, railways and flights. 
This may only mitigate future attacks: 
The female suicide bombers detonated 
their charges at the entrance to the rock 
festival when stopped by security. 

-Rob Kratt~ 
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Command Guidance 
Continued from page 6 

"We begin with the common belief 
that Saddam Hussein is a tyrant and a 
threat to the peace and stability of the 
region. He has ignored the mandated of 
the United Nations and is building 
weapons of mass destruction and the 
means of delivering them." 

- Sen. Carl Levin (D - MI), 
19 Sept. 2002 

"We know that he has stored secret 
supplies of biological and chemical 
weapons throughout his country." 

- Al Gore, 23 Sept. 2002 

"We have known for many years that 
Saddam Hussein is seeking and devel
oping weapons of mass destruction. " 

- Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA) , 
27 Sept. 2002 

"The last UN weapons inspectors left 
Iraq in October of 1998. We are confi
dent that Saddam Hussein retains some 
stockpiles of chemical and biological 
weapons, and that he has since 
embarked on a crash course to build up 
his chemical and biological warfare capa
bilities. Intelligence reports indicate that 
he is seeking nuclear weapons ... " 

- Sen. Robert Byrd (D - WV), 
3 Oct. 2002 

"There is unmistakable evidence 
that Saddam Hussein is working 
aggressively to develop nuclear 
weapons and will likely have nuclear 
weapons within the next five years ... 
We also should remember we have 
always underestimated the progress 
Saddam has made in development of 
weapons of mass destruction." 

- Sen. jay Rockefeller, (D - WV), 
10 Oct. 2002 

"He has systematically violated, 
over the course of the past 11 years, 
every significant UN resolution that 
has demanded that he disarm and 
destroy his chemical and biological 
weapons, and any nuclear capacity. 
This he has refused to do." 

-Rep. Hemy Waxman (D-CA), 
10 Oct. 2002 

"In the four years since the inspec
tors left, intelligence reports show that 
Saddam Hussein has worked to rebuild 
his chemical and biological weapons 
stock, his missile delivery capability, 
and his nuclear program. He has also 

so SUPPIJIRT THE TROOPS! · www_sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ DECEMBER 2003 



given aid, comfort, and sanctuary to 
terrorists, including al Qaeda members. 
It is clear, however, that if left 
unchecked, Saddam Hussein will con
tinue to increase his capacity to wage 
biological and chemical warfare , and 
will keep trying to develop nuclear 
weapons." 

- Sen. Hillwy Clinton (D - NY), 
10 Oct 2002 

"[W]ithout question, we need to dis
arm Saddam Hussein. He is a brutal, 
murderous dictator, leading an oppres
sive regime .. . He presents a particu
larly grievous threat because he is so 
consistently prone to miscalculation ... 
And now he is miscalculating America's 
response to his continued deceit and 
his consistent grasp fo r weapons of 
mass destruction .. . So the threat of 
Saddam Hussein with weapons of mass 
destruction is real ... " 

- Sen. john F Keny (D - MA), 
23 Jan. 2003 

So now many of these same 
Democrats say that President Bush lied; 
that there never were any weapons of 
mass destruction and that he tooh us lo 
war for his oil buddies? ~ 
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by Col. David H. Hackworth, USA (REt.) 

Respect Our Reserve Heroes1 Too 

Citizen soldiers ha~e saved our country 
since the battle of Concord in 1775, 
when Minutemen fired "the shot 

heard around the world." 
Today, such patriots are members of the 

reserve components - the National Guard 
and Reserve elements of all services - and 
our armed forces couldn't defend America 
without them. Especially since, as in 
the early stages of almost all of America's 
wars, our active-duty military is presently 
stretched mighty thin. 

But even though our standing-duty GI joes 
and Janes have more missions than troops and 
gear to fulfill them, the Pentagon is 
foolishly gutting the ranks of these 
valiant part-time soldiers. 

Legendary Marine leader Gen. 
"Chesty" Puller hit the center of the 
bull's-eye when he warned, "When war comes, there will 
never be enough professionals to do the job." 

Since 9/11 , tens of thousands of Reserve and Guard sol
diers have reported to the colors, responding to the cry, "Call 
up the reserves! " More than 200,000 of these mislabeled 
"part-time warriors" have been activated and are serving in 
the bloody trenches of Iraq and Afghanistan, providing the 
security, logistical muscle and brains to support our legions 
around this war-weary globe. And, of course, they're part of 
the team securing the USA as well. 

Our reserve-component warriors have traditionally been a 
backup team. Whenever trouble strikes, our regulars move to 
the vanguard and engage the enemy, while the Minutemen 
gear-up. But since the huge cut in our active forces at the end 
of the Cold War, so much more of the burden of picking up 
the slack has fallen on the shoulders of our reserve warriors 
that they're being treated more and more as regulars and are 
sometimes rushed into the breach in front of the so-called 
First Team. 

Minutemen are America's original all-volunteer force , ded
icated patriots who don't join up because it's a job offering 
three squares a day and perks such as college tuition after the 
enlistment runs out. Most already have good civilian jobs and 
join up for purely noble reasons: love of country and a deep
seated desire to defend the homeland. 

Being a reservist is not about playing paintball. lt entails 
long hours , personal sacrifices and weekday evenings and 
weekends spent on the drill field instead of with loved ones. 
More than one-third of the 200,000 reservists already c·alled 
to active-duty are missing civilian promotions and losing 

money by serving. Many say the military medical 
plan that's supposed to replace their civilian 

plans sucks; thousands of our activated 
reservists choose their civilian medical plans 
over the military's and pay for same out of 
their own pockets. 

Too many of the recalled reservists have 
been finding out that the old axiom "hurry up 

and wait" is alive and well in today's force. 
After dropping everything when Uncle 

Sam says, "Get here quick smart," they kiss 
the spouse and kids good-bye only to find 

themselves sitting on their duffel bags at 
Base X or Y, doing demeaning, keep

'em-busy stuff. 
A reserve Army demolition 

expert with nine years' active-duty 
blowing things up was called-up 
and assigned to a post headquar

ters as a data-entry and filing clerk in an office staffed with 
civilians. "What happens when we really need reservists?" he 
wants to know. "Many of my pals have already decided to 
quit when their current activation is completed. I can tell you 
now, after my release from active-duty, I'll be leaving, too." 

Many Army reservists are royally upset by active-Army 
leaders treating them as dumb country cousins who can't be 
trusted with critical tasks. Even though Army spin is that reg
ulars and reservists are equal, no one's bothered to brief the 
active-regular leaders in the field - who too often still treat 
reservists like inferior weekend help . An activated Reserve 
colonel says, "Believe me, we've seen far more than our share 
of active-duty bigotry." 

A senior Pentagon officer who's asked to remain anony
mous says: "[Secretary of Defense Donald] Rumsfeld and 
the rest of the Pentagon brass don't have a decent plan to fix 
these problems. They study the issues to death but don't 
have a clue. " 

Unless wise heads quickly fix these problems, we'll see a 
huge exodus of reserve-component personnel that will 
destroy this vital force and place our national security in even 
greater jeopardy. 

www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's homepage. 

Sign in for the free weekly Defending America column at 
his Web site. Send mail to P.O. Box 11179, Greenwich, CT 

06831. His newest book is Steel My Soldiers' Hearts. 
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